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LOVE AND CARE

Every soul yearns for love and care
it's a natural phenomena

wanting a harmonious life

this is the ultimate happiness

Each soul seeks tender care

longing for protection and respect
human rights shouldn’t be disregarded
transgressors must face justice

Compromise and understanding

are pillars of good living

good reasons and cooperation help endure
a blessed life of togetherness

Where, 0 where on earth
can this be found?
Where, 0 where on earth
can this be seen?

Mankind is crumbling down
hope and trust is disarrayed
by the dark forces of evil desire

Everywhere we see crisis and destruction
war, loss of wealth and life's oblivion
the poor and the lost gets no attention
the rich, the superpowers terrorise

0 God, you're our only hope
the Ultimate Protector and Saviour
You're the Solver of life's absolution

ABUYA SHEIKH IMAM ASHAARI
MUHAMMAD AT-TAMIMI
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From the publisher

FOR SUCH a long time, the world is devoid of love and care
which has resulted in the outbreak of severa series of world

wars, wars between countries and civil wars. Even within a
family, an inditution that should be the base to nurture love
and care, ‘wars often occur between husbands and wives and
between parents and children.

Since man has not savoured the joy of love and care for
such a long time, they have become immuned, thus they do
not consider this a problem. When in fact love and care which
is a basic natural instinct, no matter what, must be catered for.
As a result, harmony and happiness fade away day by day,
whether we realise it or not.

There are those who notice this problem and want to over-
come it, but they do not know the cause and how to solve it.
As a result, they only cure the symptoms and not the causes
to the deterioration of love and care. The bottom line is, the
entire world has lost the key of how to open the door of love
and care which has been closed for hundreds of years.

This book offers a clear formula towards bringing love and
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care into existence in every sngle human being regardless of
ethnic group, religion and skin colour. In his sixty-fourth book,
Abuya Imam Ashaari Muhammad At-Tamimi brings the
ummah message to the whole mankind. Not only that, he pres-
ents to the world the modd of a loving and caring society
through Jamaah darul Argam which he has founded and led
for the past 26 years.

Hence this book does not attempt to present a meaningless
mental exercise to hypothesise, philosophise or theorise but to
present an idea (mind) that has been implemented in red life.
His approach is very different from what has been practised
by other leaders, writers, sociologists and psychologists who
have been discussing love and care before this.

This book should be taken serioudy by dl levels of the
society since the writer’s gpproach will truly touch the read-
ers hearts until the truth is admitted by the readers spiritud
ingtinct, except those who are prejudice and have self interests.

viii
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)
HY IS THE WORLD todayinthisstate
and condition? Why are the differences and divisons
of human beings into various ethnic groups, languages, nations,
religions, culture, skin colour and social status, separate rather
than unite the people? They are dl homosapien sapiens, des-
cendants of Adam and Eve. Why do not these people live
together in harmony, know each other well, be communicative
and cooperative, have a sense of belonging towards each other,

be united and live like brothers and ssers? After dl, thar
fedings and needs are smilar.

Why is there a huge obstacle that hinders communication
between the continents, so much <o that it is totaly cut-off?
In fact tensions, prejudices, crises and wars exist between the
continents. Why should there be an iron curtain between the
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countries which cuts off communication and makes it difficult
for the people to visit each other? In fact the people of two
neighbouring countries do not get to know each other. Instead
they tend to have conflicts and problems. To the extent that
they never redlise they have many neighbours who are humane
like them.

Why is not there a sense of being in one big family among
the people in a country? Whereas they have a common leader
and the country is theirs. In fact in some countries, they are
people of the same race who share the same language, culture,
and religion. In such a case, what has happened to their sense
of belonging, which would enable them to work together?
Perhaps it does not exist at al. As a result, they lead a very
individuaistic life, thus neglecting their own fellow country-
men.

Such a life is led by people who have lost the guidance to
build a united society, to work together and to help each other.
Whereas such guidance is required to develop an ided life of
togetherness and to cater for their common interest so that
continents, countries and individuals are able to co-exist. Then
only human society will be seen to be different from that of
animals and plants. Humans are then able to live in harmony
and happiness as well as to experience universal peace and
security.

| view this matter with great concern. It is very important
that we find the right solution to this problem. And, that solution
must be precise and practical. If this world is seen like a big
house with a head leading a large family, the condition has
become truly chronic. The head seems to have lost control
over his family members. All of them could not be organised
and disciplined, neither could they be advised.

The situation is always tensed, full of crises, quarrels and
power struggles. Everyone becomes individualistic and dis-
likes each other. They live together but they do not feel happy,
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secure or peaceful as one family. Neither can they see the
beauty of staying together.

How do we save this situation? If it is not saved, the world
will be ruined. Man will lose his humanity and live in hdll,
one that he himself creates.

| believe that there is a key that could solve this problem
and reduce its complexity. It is love and care. Man, regardless
of his race, language, religion and skin colour, wherever he
may be and whatever status he possesses in society, is born
with the instinct to love and to be loved. If he feels that he is
loved by others eventhough the person is from a different race
or religion, he will be touched by it. It makes him happy and
he finds it easy to get along with that person.

A crud leader if showered with love by his followers or
people will become more humane and gentle. If children ex-
press their love to a violent father, he will eventually turn soft
and gentle.

This is the secret. He is born with the need to be loved.
This is what we call natural instinct. Love would bring con-
tinents and countries closer to each other. It would tie men to
become brothers eventhough they come from different races
and have different languages, culture, religion, skin colour,
social status and so on.

The need to be loved and the existence of such fedlings in
every man's heart is endowed by ALLAH since the day he
was born. ALLAH who creates man on earth has provided
these feelings of love and care in every man. Man need not
learn, request or work for it. It is there in him right from the
moment he was born. This is known as instinctive feeling
which is a natural characteristic. Everybody, men and women
have it either they are a leader or follower, parent or child,
husband or wife, teacher or student regardless of their race
and religion.

With this instinctive feeling, man is actually one and equal.
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This need to be loved is a universd feding. It puts mankind
in one sngle row and there is no difference between them. If
this feding exigs amongs them, they will unite and be
considerate towards each other. Thus, this is how it should be
because that is what every soul needs. It isthe basic spiritud
rights of al mankind that mugt be fulfilled. There is no man
who does not need it. In fact, without it, man will lose his
happiness.

Children will not be happy if they do not get love from
their parents. Smilarly, parents too will suffer if their children
do not love them. Students will not be happy if they do not get
love from their teachers. Likewise, teachers too would suffer
if their students do not love them. Wives like to be loved by
their husbands. While husbands would suffer if their wives do
not love them.

Leaders too, would want to be loved. So do followers,
friends and vice versa. In short, everybody needs love from
someone. It makes them happy if they are loved. Otherwise,
he will fed disgppointed and empty. However, man today
seems to be the victims of unfortunate circumstances, because
they don’'t get what they need most. Husbands do not get the
love they want from their wives. Wives too do not get love
from their husbands because both husbands and wives do not
know how to shower love, dthough love is what they need.

This is what mankind suffers throughout the world. As a
result, they become tensed, restless, emotional, frustrated and
some would even commit suicide. Eventhough he is rich, highly
know-ledgeable or highly ranked, he expects to be loved. Yet
he himsdlf does not know how to love others. Thus, because
of that, he is not loved by others. When you hurt somebody,
others will fed hurt, too. They will lose their sympathy and
respect for you. Eventudly, fedings of hatred and annoyance
will grow and worsen. Love will then totally perish.

Such is the condition of the world today. Men would live
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together in a society but they are dways in conflict with each
other. Instead of love, hatred becomes the order of the society.
Life would be empty and the people would suffer. How would
we solve this problem? Where would we find a way out?

With ALLAH’s will, I will try to point out several practicd
deps in giving and recaiving love amongst mankind, regard-
less of their race. 1t is hoped that we will be ableto lead alife
that is beautiful, peaceful, secured and happy. Universa unity
would then ensue in this world. That is, when man from dl
races and al waks of life know how to give and find love.
Insha- ALLAH.

0 ALLAH! Please grant my smdl effort to save the world
as you have decreed. May our life in this final era be given the
chance to savour alife attained by the people during the early
era

Rewards from this effort if there be any, 0 ALLAH, do
convey them to dl those who have done good deeds to me. .
Not to forget of course, my parents, teachers, particularly
Prophet Muhammead and Sayidi sheikh Muhammad bin Abd-
ullah as Suhaimi, bagiatullah  (the Preserved One).

ABUYA ASHAARI MUHAMMAD
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VERYBODY NEEDS TO BE loved

and cared. We would be happy if someone loves us and
we would be sad if someone hates us. That is the nature of
every peopl€' s heart, irrespective of creed or religion. Thisis
what we cdl naturd inginct. This naturd ingtinct could not be
removed from our heart. And no heart is devoid of this instinct.
It is part and parce of human life. It needs to be taken care
of and fulfilled like the needs to eat and drink which are
ingtinctive needs that cannot be ignored but must be satisfied.
Otherwise, life would be incomplete and happiness will be
gone.

To chdlenge our own pure indinctive needs is just like
hurting ourselves. Just like someone who regjects marriage, he
is actudly going againg his own indinctive needs. That is
equivaent to hurting himsdf. Indead, if we care for our ins-
tinctive needs and satidfy its requirement, we have fulfilled
our responsibility towards our own selves. We would then feel
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sdtisfied, entertained and happy.

Someone who is loved by others would feel that his natura
inginct has been fulfilled. This makes him cam and happy.
On the other hand, if someone feds that there is no one who
loves him, and he feels everybody despises and hates him, his
heart and soul would experience emptiness so much so that he
feds life is meaningless and is pessmidic about the future.
He would suffer from dgection and humiliation. He would
fed lonely and isolated in the midst of acrowd. Life seemsto
be meaningless, therefore he would rather die. If he does not
possess iman (faith), this man would normaly decide to take
his own life

Indeed, failure to fulfill one's naturd indinct would cause
psychologica depression, that could lead to suicide. It could
a0 lead him to kill somebody. Unlike one who suffers from
physical sickness, one would till be able to bear the agony
and would pergd in fighting for his life. It is a fact that we
should be particularly concerned so that we would consider
meatters relating to human heart and soul with utmost impor-
tance. Thus, its need mugt be fulfilled while educating an&‘
controlling it must be given priority.

Man should not forget his respongibility to provide spiri-
tua nutrition to his soul. Like our physcd organs, soul and
heart too needs care, food, control and spiritual enhancement.
We should not only beautify our face and body, neglecting the
heart and soul by leaving them dry and empty. As a matter of
fact, even if the care of the face is not neglected, one's heart
and soul which are empty would cry foul and would creste
many  problems.

To be loved and cared is the basic need of al human beings.
In fact it is the basic right of one's spiritud sdf and it gives
satisfaction. If man is not given his basic physicd needs such
as food, shdlter, clothing and others, he will suffer hardship
but the hardship would not drive him crazy, make him commit
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suicide or kill others. Seldom has this happened that the poor
suffers mental disorder, commits suicide or resort to killing
others. But if the basic rights of on€'s spiritual self is not
fulfilled, one will be spiritualy impoverished and his soul
would suffer. Consequently this could lead one to suffer mental
breakdown, commit suicide or kill others.

We frequently hear that children who do not get the proper
atention from their parents would run away from home.
Husbands who were not entertained at home would become
wild. Wives who do not get their needed love become anguish
and hostile. The poor who hate the rich would bear malice and
would even commit theft and murder. Various kinds of societal
problems would emerge if the soul is not properly managed.

If man fedls he is loved, that is his need is being satisfied,
then his soul is cured until he feels strong, healthy and energetic.
He fedls glad and is full of joy and happiness. He gains an
inner srength to work, sudy, struggle, perform tasks and others.
Indeed this would be so if the soul is strong and strengthened
as the basic spiritual need is nourished. It means that love and
care from others is a supplement to the soul. It strengthens the
soul to motivate the physical to work. A strong soul will
motivate and drives the human organs to work.

On the other hand, a man with a weak soul due to the
deprivation of the basic spiritua nutrition, will be tired, list-
less and lonesome. He is easily disillusioned, frustrated and
disappointed. He is like a baloon with insufficient air in it,
lacks energy and power to float in the sky. Such would be a
man who possesses weak soul. He lacks the strength that could
initiate his physical parts, to be dynamic and energetic. He is
like an ailing man, too weak and feeble to face problems in
life

To look into this problem redisticaly, let us make a com-
parison between a family with al its members loving each
other and a family with al its members having indifferent
attitudes. Would the situation in their life be different? Of
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course the answer will be different. The home full of love and
care will be coloured with happiness, joy and. beauty. The life
of each family members will be well organised and well dis-
ciplined. Everyone performs his or her responsibility spirit-
edly and effectively. We would feel comfortable in the com-
pany of such a home.

While in a home without love and care, the situation is
apparently messy with crisis as well as with dispute and quarrel.
The situation looks listless, bored and disorganised. It lacks a
proper system and with each family member seems to work
individually and no cooperation in building a happy family.
We would be uncomfortable in such homes.

The same situation applies in the office, factory, schoal,
village, state, nation and the entire world. Life would surely
be different in a country where all the people shower love on
each other to that of a country where its people hated each
other.

Therefore, it is vita that we endeavour to be loved and at
the same time love others. If we are children, try to get the
love of our parents. If we were parents, make sure that our
children love us. Only then there exist in a home where parents
love their children and the children love their parents.

Again, if we are the husbands, we must make the effort so
that our wives love us. If we are the wives, we must make the
effort so that our husbands love us. If we are school teachers,
we should attempt to get the love of our students and in return
the students must attempt to love their teachers. Leaders must
attempt to make their followers love them while follower!
must find ways to make their leaders love them.

In a village or a country where the society is poly-ethnic,
each ethnic group must attempt to get the love of other ethnic
groups so that there will be national unity and peace. When
there is an effort by both parties to fulfill the instinctive needs,
in both directions, then everybody would taste happiness and
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contentment in life. With that will emerge a sense of togeth-
erness and an attitude to co-operate with one another. Hence,
a secured society and civilization would then be established.
insya-allah (God willing).

A true caring society surdy would be most forgiving if
there are faults and mistakes among members. Each mistake
will not be exaggerated and inflated. Neither would it be a
problem. Everybody would be tolerant and there will be alot
of give and take. In fact, each member would be even willing
to sacrifice his persona interest for the sake of others.

Within such a society, criss and animosity would be kept
to minimum. Societal illness such as malice, suppression, back-
stabbing, fraud, cruelty, prejudice, quarrelsome, war and so on
could be overcome or at least it would rarely occur. All these
are due to the existence of love and care. Thisis a peaceful,
prosperous and harmonious society that we have discussed
and dreamed of. In the Quran, ALLAH says.

“‘A territory fair and happy, and a Lord Oft-Forgiving. '
(Sura Saba: 15)

This is the gate of the world that could be cdled a pa
radise- that is a trangtory paradise (called the Al-Jannatul
Ajilah). If man succeeds in building paradise in this world,
there would be an opportunity for him to gtrive for the red
Paradise after his death. However, to trive for that Paradise
is more difficult. Neverthdess, if one could not even achieve
this trangtory Paradise, there is no hope for him to get that
red Paradise in the world Heregfter.

o, let us think and endevour to achieve this trangtory
paradise firgt. Truly, the world today is not yet a transtory
paradise but it is more of a hdl. Today's world is filled with
tales of war, murder, aggression, suppression, cruelty, ill-deeds,
immordity and vice. Goodness is minimd, love and care is
amost non-exisence, whilst justice, peace, security and
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happiness have become oblivious. This is not called paradise.

Man's soul suffers because it is not given its nutrition. But
if only the physical poverty is being the concern while impo-
verishment of the soul is not solved, life will be lopsided. The
physical and spiritual no longer coincide or paralel each other.
On the surface they are interacting and they live together in
one society, but their hearts are empty, disunited and prejudiced,
habour spite, full of malice, hatred, stinginess and others. In
the Holy Quran, it is stated:

“Thou wouldst think they were united, but their hearts
are divided. "

(Sura Al-Hashr: 14)

How and what must be done so that others can love us and
we aso love them? What is the secret so that we can make the
effort to be loved and to love others? What are the motivation
and hopes to drive in building this society of love and care?

Hopefully you are prepared to be with me until the end of
this book so that we could explore to find the mysterious path
of life, but full of success.

People work but in a condition of force; they interact and
smile involuntarily, work involuntarily, obey instruction in-
voluntarily. Eventually there emerges a society where life is
full of hypocrisy as a result of a diseased heart which has
infected the social life. When people work under pressure, the
fruits of labour would be futile. Development and success is
just empty rhetoric. Everybody thinks about their own self-
interests which are limitless until the people and society are
neglected without due attention and care. This is what is
happening now.

Realising this fact, let us struggle and sacrifice to redevelop
a life of love and care. Let us ponder why people do not love
us and why we also do not love others. Why others are agy
at us and we are angry at others?

6
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How and what must be done so that others can love us and
we aso can love others? What is the secret so that we can
attempt to love others and be loved? What are the motivation
and hopes to drive in building this society of love and care?

Hopefully you are prepared to be with me until the end of
this book so that we could explore in search of the path of life
that is mysterious but full of success. Probably we would be
burdened in obtaining these fruits, but prepare yoursdf be-
cause a patient has to be willing to be operated in order to gain
the desired hedth.






Chapter 1

The Meaning of Love
Amongst mankind

G OD ENDOWS VARIOUS kindsoffeelings

in every man. This feding has soiritud vaue and its
place is in the heart. That is inside the soul. One of the feelings
islove.

Wha is the definition of the feding of love? The feding
of love is one's inclination towards or deep attraction of one's
heart towards someone else. Or love towards those other than
human beings that is other objects and species. Or a man's

heart can d<o fal in love with ALLAH, but this rardy hap-
pens.

Here we would like to emphasize on love amongst man-
kind. Because it is prime and important to man himsdf be-
ddes loving ALLAH which is greaster and more important.

Then the main focus of this book is to widely daborate love
amongst mankind.

The presence of love or strong inclination of the heart
towards others has its own reason. That is due to the capacity
to attract and sooth one’s heart. There are various capacity of
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attractions. Some are natural and some are obligated.

Among the things that attract one's heart towards someone
else are beauty, knowledge, leadership, virtue, blood-ties,
strength, akhlag (good attributes) and others. It is due to these
factors mentioned above that attracts one towards someone
else. Thus, love dowly develops until it grows deeper. When
the feding deepened, it is cdled devotion. When devotion
deepened, one will become madly in love (ashik mashuk). There
are those who were driven into madness because of their un-
controllable love.

With the fedling of love and care, one will pay his atten-
tion, surrender his feelings, heart and soul to the one he loves.
He will sacrifice in many ways for his devotion. He does not
feel burdened by his effort and sacrifice, eventhough to others
it appears to be o difficult and too much. A woman iswilling
to leave her family for her love towards her future husband.
She is even willing to take the risks of being looked down and
hated by her family and the society.

Likewise the causes of the development of love which are
various, thus the characteristics and effects of love are varied,
too. It depends towards whom and why love evolves. Love for
parentsis not the same as love for wives. Love for childrenis
not the same as love for friends. Love for teachersis not the
same as love for relatives. Love for leaders is not the same as
love for followers. Love for ethnic groups is not the same as
love for wedlth. Love for religion is not the same as love for
ethnic groups. Glory be to ALLAH who crestes within the
envelop of the heart, feelings of love with various characteristics
and appearances!

Due to these differences in characteristics and appearances
of love, thus the effects and results of these love are different
too. There are love that last and grow in the heart. It is not
disturbed or mined by boredom and fades away, unless by
inevitable causes. However, there are love and care that are

10
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ruined by boredom and hatred. They do not last and in fact,
be decreased and probably would be vanished.

Love for a leader makes a follower surrender his undivided
loydty and faith to the leader. Love for a follower makes a
leader sacrifice to render services and give love without any
df interest or feding tired and bored.

Love for a wife makes a husband a responsble man.
Wheress love for a husband makes awife aways loyd, obe-
dient and caring with dl her heart.

Love for a teacher makes a student keen to learn and practice
his teachings. Wheress love for students makes teachers do
not fed tired to educate and guide their students until they
succeed. Love for parents makes the children consider and
care for the parents feelings. Whereas love for children makes
the parents willing to do anything for them.

Those are the effects of love and care. It makes man as
though they are bonded to each other. Thus, they will give and
take towards each other voluntarily and willingly. Those who
are in love with each other will fed guilty if he or she cannot
give love and care in whatever form. Sacrificing and struggling
for the loved ones is happiness, satisfaction and entertainment.
While without love and care, sacrifices are done unwillingly
which makes it difficult and torturing for man.

A student who carries out the work given by the teacher
with afeding of love for the teacher will carrry out the work
whole-heartedly, eagerly and happily. He does not feel bored
and tired. He will perform more than what is expected. On the
other hand, a student who has to do it under pressure, while
he hates the teacher, will carry out the work with heavy heart
and boredom. Consequently the result will not be perfect.

The same situation applies to the people towards their leader,
followers towards their leaders and vice versa. The same goes
for wives towards the hushands, children towards parents and
one towards someone else.

11
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History has proven to us that deep love and devotion for
Rasulullah SAW by his companions and vice versa had made
them struggled and sacrificed till they had nothing Ieft. They
were even willing to sacrifice thar lives for the devotion. As
a result, within a short time, Idam became a nation and an
empire spanning three quarters of the world. Thus, it is proven
that with love, man is willing to sacrifice more time and effort
until it gives outstanding results. Whilst without love, the work
is taken lightly and the result is disgppointing.

That is why we should know how to fill the space in our
heart with this devotion and fedings of love wisdy. It pro-
vides great benefits to human life. We should put the effort to
develop love and care amongst mankind so that the good fruitful
results can be savoured together.

Unfortunately, the world today is lack of love. The poor
does not love the rich, the people does not love the king or the
head of the country, the society does not love the uluma, and
in fact, also the children do not love the parents and the wives
do not love their husbhands.

Hating each other has become a traditiond culture that
humiliates man with every form of crises and problems amongst
them. Office staff talks behind their bosses back. Voters flung
abuses at their politicians, ulama were abashed by the society,
ministers were conddered enemies by various leves of the
society and received negative reputation, and so forth. As such
this happens in today’s redlity because they do not possess
good qualities for others to fal in love and care for one another.
Where is the love and care that creates unity? Where is the
harmony, camness and thus stisfaction in life?

We long to see the rich love the poor and the poor return
the rich’s affection. Consequently they work harmoniously and
affably. We, too long for a leader who would give love and
care to his people and vice versa. We aso yearn to see non
Mudims love the Mudims and vice versal

12



The Meaning of Love Amongst Mankind

Indeed, we would like to see the world become peaceful,
serene, harmony and progperous with the existence of love
and care amongst mankind. Therefore, let us initiate the causes
for others to be inclined and attracted to us, even if they are
not from the same ethnic group and religion as we are, and
what's more if they are from our own family and rdigion.
When every individua works towards it, thus we will love
and be loved. Hence, hopefully our dreams and longings will
come true!

The mistake that people make today is that besides letting
hatred amongst them grow, they do not make the effort to love
each other. Instead, they pay more attention to other things
and objects, forgetting the responsibilities to develop love and
care anongst mankind. They then find a way to stay further
and further away from the responghilities, that is by diverting
their atention, love and care towards things, trees, animas,
antiques and o forth.

Objects that they adore are given special attention and kept
with utmost care. Pets are pampered, caressed and guarded to
the extent that laws are formulated so that those who hurt
animas will be prosecuted. Antiques are honoured and kept
with speciad care in museums and other places. The same goes
to the trees and decorating flowers, they are looked after with
extreme care and from time to time the caring feling deepens.

Of course this is not wrong. But what is the meaning of
directing their love and care to something that does not benefit
them? Which means neglecting the basc and important re-
sponghilities in doing something ‘thet is less important. Like
someone who serves us with various dishes, but without rice,
How would you fed? What is the meaning if trees in the
jungle are not felled, but the bodies of men are dashed and
killed?

Trees, things, antiques and animds if not given love and
atention, will not bring any negative effects on us. But chil-
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dren who do not receive love and care will become a socia
maice. The neglected poor who are not given sympathy will
create problems in the society. Those who are not of the same
religion and race that do not get atention and love will find
ways to pay revenge and show their annoyance. This happens
when people do not love each other, the result is so negative
and dangerous.

The world today is so much devoid of love. The Situation
istoo critica. Man hates each other which is the opposite of
love. As aresult, they will find ways to make life difficult for
others. Everyone bears prejudice, and doubts another. The leat,
they will ignore each other and are unconcerned about others.
Almost no effort is made to solve this problem. Even if there
Is any, it is not effective because the method is not precise and
the effect does not last.

Based on this elaboration of love and care, | hope to provide
the practical formulato hep in solving this very chronic pro-
blem. May ALLAH helps me.

14



Chapter 2

Level and Type of
Love and Care

ET US FULLY understand the levels, sections,

types and characteristics of universal love. We would

then be able to build, guard, control and flourish the seeds of

universal love. We can relish the act of loving one another.

Universal love differs in its characteristics and its causes of

occurence. There are also differences in motivation as well as

obstruction towards universal love which could aleviate and

discard such feeling of love. Let us delve deeper into the
subject.

Universal love which sprouts from human instincts can be
divided into two:

|. Pure Instinctive Love
II. Desirous Instinctive Love

. PURE LOVE

Firstly, let us discuss about pure love. It can be divided
into two:
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1. Natural love
2. Obligatory Love (aradhi)

1. Natural Love
(a) Strong Natural Love

Love of this type occurs because of blood relaions or
lineage. Due to this blood ties between them, one is part of the
other. In redity they are one. As much as one person loves
himsdf he would love that part of him which he shares blood
ties with the other person.

Such love exigts between parents and their children. In
which the children originate from the blood (seed) of the father
and mother. In redity the child is part of the parents. Therefore
pure natural love is established and deep-rooted in the hearts.
It exists even before the child was born. Outside factors play
no part in such love. The purity of this love surpasses any
other love affected by externd factors.

Except the love towards ALLAH, whoever is able to love
ALLAH would be unchdlengeable.

Besides parents and children, there is dso naturd love
between grandfathers, grandmothers, grandchildren, great
grandchildren and downwards. Also from the great grandchil-
dren to the great grandparents upwards. As the blood ties
become farther gpart, the intengty of natura love diminishes.
Filid love is described as srong and firm naturd love. This
is because they come from the same seed of love. However it
is different to the love between a mother and her child.

This pure and strong natura love if not bred or nursed, it
dill exigs in the hearts and is beyond morta explanation. Let
done if such love is nursed properly and disciplined. It be-
comes more flourished and firm. There would be established,
great and beautiful ties of love. Each would asss the other to
accomplish ther life together.
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Nevertheess, natura love could also fade and wesken if it
is frequently |eft to wither or be ruined. For ingance, the love
of the children towards their parents would fade away if the
parents take no responsibility to care for their children or treat
them without mercy. Children, today drift further gpart from
their parents and parents are not very attached to their children
because natura love is not nursed and is unjustly neglected.

Education and discipline that could nurture such love does
not exist in homes and a schools. It thus becomes like an
abandoned tree which is difficult to grow. If thisis neglected,

the home as fundamentd inditution of the society would be
wesk. It will further weaken the unity and love in a society

and naion and eventudly the internationa world.

(b) The Inadequate Natural Love

Besdes loving our blood relations, there is love which is
less intense viz. loving our redives, ethnic, countrymen or
villagemen. Rdaions between family, ethnic, villagefolk,
countrymen and others would give rise to a sense of belonging
and this nurtures natural love. But its strength is not that strong.

That's why it can be easily severed by any constraints. For
indance, if between them they often hurt each others fedings
or neglect one another, then this love would be eroded. What's
more if cruelty is being committed, not only natural love would
be totally lost but there would be hatred between one another,
and this would lead to crises and conflict.

Neverthdess if such love is nursed properly, cherished,
and processed by an educationd system, in making effort to
develop its growth and motivated by a consciousness of its
sgnificance, then it would flourish well. The stronger the mo-
tivation the more flourish naturd love would be. It may dso
surpass the strength of the former natura love.

For a Mudim, the mogt Sgnificant mativation that would
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ensure this love to be preserved and grow is faith in ALLAH.

The love between two faithful Mudims is the srongest, and
strengthens the love for each other, incomparable to other kinds
of love

Nonetheless today, not only love because of faith does not
exig in the society, even natura love which should be there
is non-existent. Erased by its various congraints. Destroyed
by human attitudes and behaviour. We do not know why the
education system which clams to be modem and grand, does
not take into account the important subject of the soul, namely
universal love.

Consequently, alife of love and care does not exist in the
society. Nor does it exist in the school. Teachers do not love
his students and the students hate their teachers. Until there
occurs various socid problems in their educationa sphere.
't it awkward! A mdfunction factory is I€ft to ruin in the
hands of those claming to be expertsin that industry of men.
Thisis a deception and an injustice which must be protested
by dl practicad meand

2. Obligatory Love

Besides pure indtinctive love since birth, there is aso pure
love after adulthood. It occurs not because of blood ties, lineage
or ethnic ties but because of motivationd, stuationd influence
or other unintended positive reasons. Due to this attraction of
love, man who al this while has no relations become cemented
with one another. The stronger the attraction, motivation or
influence, then the stronger would be the obligetion of love
and care. It becomes weak or lost when the above causes no
longer exist or are prevented.

This pure obligatory love is normaly caused by religious
factor, mordity, virtue, a just leader, generosity of the rich,

knowledge, fluency, diligence, beauty and other specid quali-
ties. The attraction towards such goodness which can be ob-
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served in a person could bloom pure love among mankind;
Such love which has no self interest can also occur between
those of different ethnic, religion, nation or skin colour. While
natural love does not exist between those of different ethnic,
nation or religion.

For the sake of globd unity, such obligatory love must be
put into effort and must be programmed into practice. It occurs
between husbands and wives when they are attracted to one
another because of the special qualities each has. It could aso
occur between neighbours who dways assist one another. It
can aso occur between the rich and poor who portray good
attributes to one another. It could also exist between leaders
and his subjects, within an ethnic or religious group or between
different ethnic, nation or religious groupings.

It covers a wide scope, encompassing the whole mankind.
For ingtance, the inhabitants of the United States would fdl in
love and be dttracted towards al Maaysan citizens, if it is
known and proven that Malaysians are good and like to be in
good terms with the Americans. Such could be an example;
but this love would be vanished spontaneoudy if it is known
that Maaysans have bad intentions towards Americans.

Such isthe characterigtic of obligatory love. The pure love
between husbands and wives could vanish when good man-
ners between them are neglected. Neighbours would feel hatred
towards one another when each of them begins to rake up
their deeds and assstance that they have given. The love
towards the destitute could be lost when the destitute person
becomes comfortable after being given assstance and begins
to be arrogant.

That is the disease of today’s society. The love and care
which has been fostered fdls apart when one does not know
or is incgpable of maintaining it. Pure love would vanish,
what is left is desrous love, full of sdf-interest. No one likes
such deceptive love. Thus we must preserve this pure love.
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Everybody must ensure and attempt to maintain and strive so
that this love does not vanish. Fulfilling our basic spiritud
rights and that of others is an essentid respongbility If such
badc spiritud needs are not fulfilled then every human would
have to face the consequences and risks that would endanger
ther lives

[I. DESIROUS LOVE

Unlike pure love, desirous love is ugly in nature because it
breeds from personal interests. Because of some vested worldly
interest or ddlight, the desirous love blooms. This love does
not evolve from a sincere heart; it is characterised by hypocrisy
and tempora. A man or woman could fal in love with someone
they like, does o to fulfil their desire. Love will vanish when
the desire has been quenched or the cause of such responses
no longer exigts.

A friend loves another because he hopes that his friend
would assst him. When no help is received, love would be

logt. Paliticians love one another hoping that the other would

defend their politica career. When they have been defended
or they do not receive any support, love would also be lost.

An employee would give love towards his employer, hoping
for a higher pay or postion. When he gets it or is totaly

denied then such love would vanish.

Those are some examples of desirous love. At a glance it

seems natura but of evil intention and is caused by externa
factors.

The source of such desirous love is the response to beauty,
seduction of femde or mae which feeds on lud. It is not
wrong if it occurs between husbands and wives. A couple
whose relationship is tied only by desirous love would not last
long.

Other factors which could cause the growth of such love
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are cravings for wedlth of the rich by the poor and the desire
to obtain a higher position of the upper stratum by the under-
class. Or the desire to endave the poor by the rich or to exploit

the under-class by the upper echelon of the society. Love seems
to exig but the redity is, such love is full of deceat. That is
desirous love.

Because of its bad characterigtics, desirous love could not
unite men, instead it could disunite them. That is why it cannot
be motivated but needs to be controlled and disciplined.

Many people have been deceived or ruined by such desir-
ous love. In today’s world, such desirous love is left uncon-
cerned and was not monitored prominently or so cherished
until it becomes out of control. Because it could be easly
incited as it gives benefit to the vested people.

Desirous love is more easier and quicker to be fet and
vanished compared to pure love. When man or woman, or
husband and wife no longer appeals to and attract each other,
when ther voice gtarts to fdter, love would vanish and rela
tionswould be savered. If they haveto live together, it isonly
because they are compdlled to do so and it is not out of their
own will. Perhaps because thinking of the fate of their off-
springs, common wedlth or for the sake of the family’s name,
thus they could still live together. But then where is the beauty
of such living? The bonds between them are Stuationd or out
of compulsion and not because of the ties of love which isfdt
together.

For the politicians, love among them could more easily
fades away. This is the weskest' of love and most deceitful.
Today, they are friends but tomorrow, friends could become
foeswhen their paliticd interests are being threatened. Thet is
why when politicians resign, they are soon forgotten by the
public. So does the rich when he becomes a pauper. Who-ever
loves him would soon fal out of love. Eventudly he would
live in isolation, forssken and humiliation.
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To prevent from desirous love, man must cleanse their hearts
from bad characters and vested sdlf-interests. The most effective
means to cleanse the heart is to have faith (iman) towards
ALLAH. In Al-Quran ALLAH reminded:

“Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet:
women and sons; heaped-up hoards of gold and silver;
horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth
of) cattle and well-tilled land; such are the possessions
of this world's life; but in nearness to God is the best
of the goals (to return to).”

(Sura Ali Imran: 14)

22



Chapter 3
The Society Needs Love

SOCIETY SHOULD NOTledanin

dividudidtic life full of crises and chaos. The needs of
human lifeisto live by asssting and depending on each other.
One's life will not be complete without the presence of others.
A person’s need lies in another person. Therefore he should
maintain a good relationship with others. Within this relaion-
ship there is a necessity for his own need.

It means that besides fulfilling the spirituad needs, loving
and caring amongst mankind aso fulfilsthe physica needsin
life. If he is not kind towards others, he would live done
facing various problems. For example:

1 There is arich person who does not mingle with others
in a village because they are not as rich as he is, could he
survive by himsdf? What would happen if afire broke out in
his home? To whom would he ask for hep? Or one of his
family members dies, to whom would he go to? Or if he
would like to hold a feast, who would help to make it a success?
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Or when he falls sick, does he not need someone to help cure
his illness? Without the presence of others, the wealth he owns
could nat fulfil his needs in life. He would face dl kinds of
problems. The only solution is no other than being kind, loving
and caring towards other human beings.

In the West today, when man chooses to live by himsdlf,
not wanting the presence of others, it does happen where the
aged die done in their homes and it takes days for the nagh-
bours to know about it. Even so, the neighbour who redlises
the death does not assst in the burid process but only to
inform the police and the hospital and let them take care of the
rest. Is that a nice way to live and die?

The same thing happens in other emergency cases where
the surrounding community does not come out to hep but
leave everything to the authority who does not know each
other. The assstance given is merely done on the bass of
carying out therr forma duties and is not done from ther
hearts. Are we satisfied with such involuntary assistance?

2. Leadersneed their followers. This could be observed
during the election time whereby various appeals are made by
the paliticians to win their votes. They have to buy votes,
commit bribery and make empty promises to gain the sympathy
from the people. Ironicaly, once the eections are over, they
neglect the people. Wheress if the leader were to continue
being kind and loving towards the people, when the next elect-
ion, they could avoid making an intense campaign, need not
buy votes and make more empty promises. Once the people
love their leaders, their votes are casted willingly.

Leaders are supposed to realise this fact and make an effort
to consider and care for the fedings of the people more than
their own family members. The reason being that the people's
choice make them become leaders. But why isit today, there
IS a near total absence of sincere love from the heart of the
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followers towards their leaders? What exists today are the
relationships bounded by duties and sdif interests to obtain
material and benefit. Whereas, when the leaders are not pres-
ent, the people spite behind their leaders backs and forget
them. Thus, the leaders are forced to bribe the people with
money to gain respect and praises. This is “money-loved’
which is not the pure love and care,

3. Thinking further, we can see the naturd reaionship
among man which requires that man should love and care for
each other. Therice that we egt, the farmer growsit. The fish
that we serve, the fisherman catches it; brought to our homes
by the vendors or brought to the market by the businessmen.
The houses that we live in, the carpenters build them. The car
that we drive, others had gone through various difficulties to
build it; and so forth. Between us and the others, we need and
depend on each other whether we redlise it or not, directly or
indirectly. Whether we like it or not, we have to accept it.

The above situations do not happen in the animal kingdom.
Therefore, if the animas do not live as a society collectively,
it would not be their loss or wrong. They do not need or
depend on each other.

But human being should live within a society collectivey.
Although we have paid for the services of the farmers, fisher-
men, carpenters and others, but would it not be better if we
make payments aong with fedings of gratitude. Show some
love and care for his willingness to be a source of income for
us. The money we paid would be finished, but the love and
care given would generate a good relationship, consideration
for others and a feding of togetherness.

Which is more beautiful, two people bonded together by
material objects such as money or two people bonded with
love? When bonded by materia objects, man is deprived of
friendliness, relationships or friendships. They do not vist
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each other, entertain, laugh and cry together. What is so ap-

peding about living done in a house without friends to pay
him a visit, shoulder his problems alone and even laugh alone?
Indeed, the rediity of a relaionship based on materid gain is
passive and devoid of feelings. Thus, let us give priority to the
bonding of hearts than materiaism. For love and careis more
precious and contains more wisdom than money.

4. Through our own experience in life, once in a while
we would encounter difficulties, sickness, poverty, accidents
and varioustrids of life. Do we not require others to help us
in these dtuations? If nobody helps us, we are faced with a
gregter difficulty and pain. This means that when others suffer
from difficulty, we should help them. They need us badly just
aswe need them.

Therefore, we cannot avoid the need to depend on each
other dthough we might not want it. Thus, would it not be
better to foster a loving and caring relationship rather than
having an individudidtic life. Assstance given with due love
and care is meaningful whereas any ass stance rendered with
a sour face and with insults would only serve to hurt the
feelings of others. Thus, it isclear that love and care is gresily
needed in our life. Without which, man would be in a great
difficulty.

5 Why do we prefer and have the heart to do things that
not only make others hate us but aso cause love to perish?
Until it ends up in tenson and chaos? The effect not only
causes difficulty to others but dso to himsdlf. Do we like it if
we are in dfficulty? If it is not true, then why do we let
oursalves do things that would ruin love and care as well as
harmony in the midst of a society, which will ultimately cause
hardship to others?

6. Aswe have mentioned before, man has a naturd in-
dinct of wanting to be loved and not being didiked. Man
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realises this attribute of his, he understands and is able to read
his own fedlings because he experiences dl the time. When
somebody shows their love to him, he is very happy. When
somebody expresses hatred, he suffers. Thus, man should
understand that just like how he feels, the others feel the same
way too. If he likes to be loved and does not like to be de-
pised, others too would fed likewise. But why doesn't man
make an effort to give love? Why do they think about them-

selves only, and do not bother to think or consider others?

With the views expressed above, | would like to emphasize
that love and care is greetly needed in the life of the human
society. We should struggle to uphold love and care in the
society. Man should not imitate the jungle community (animd
world) that live individudigticaly because love and care is not
important in the jungle. In the village, town and the human
society, love isimportant. Without love and care, man would
adways be in the state of difficulty, anxiety, worry, and dis-
tress.

In griving to uphold love, we have to begin by sacrificing
al of our individudidtic attitude and craving for worldly gains.
We have to consider the fedlings of others as we do towards
our ownself. We have to share our wealth and not monopolize
it done,

This is the teachings in Idam. Idam gives priority to the
vaue of love and care more than to the price of this world and
its contents. However, this has been forgotten by Muslims and
even ther ulama. The need for love and care is far greater
than the need for materia things. People who love and care
each other could live eventhough they are poor. But how many
rich people suffer a tormenting life because of the lack of love
and care?

With love and care, man could live, without usng much
money. They work together to build houses without having to
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pay for the congtruction service. They cooperate to plant rice
without having to reward the planters and so forth. But now,

with the absence of love, to manage a burid ceremony aso
requires a lot of money. Otherwise, the corpse wolud rot and

left unburied. What more, to build a house, if there is no
wages given, then no house would be built.

Any intention to get married would be futile if you do not
have money. People no longer marry based on pure love, but
it issolely to fulfil their lusts and they have to pay a high price
for it.

We would not lose anything if we were to pay or replace
money with love. For love is extremely valuable and precious.
It strengthens the soul and serves as the source for peace and
happiness. May we successfully regain a life filled with love
and care by saving oursalves from the encroachment of our
desire towards worldly craze and materials.
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Chapter 4

Why Love
Can Change?

HY IS IT THAT LOVE canchange?

This is the quetion tha prevails in society. Initidly
there is love but it fades away in the end. For example, pure
love between children and mother have existed since they are
in their mother's womb. Why does this love change when they
grow up? So much so that they become disobedient which
invariably results in a tensed home aimosphere.

Why are couples who were so much in love before mar-
riage end up in divorce after they got married? Why can't
these couples nurture and preserve their feding of love?

There are various reasons that cause love to fade away.
Each type of love has its own different reason and has its own
way to restore it back. Let us list down again the types of love
which were mentioned in Chapter 2 so that we could see the
reasons for it to fade or perish.

1. Natural love, that is, love which is degp-rooted in the
heart of those who come from the same descendants. Such
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love is difficult to be removed from the heart but it can perish
when:

a.  One or both the parties commit a very cruel act. When
both no longer consider or respect each other, their hearts turn
sour. If this always occurs, they will feel angry and hurt. This
would destroy pure natural love.

b. Children do not recognise their parents because they
were separated from their parents since small or they were
aways far apart until they no longer know each other. Thus,
the seeds of natural love perish before it has a chance to grow.
When they happen to know their parents at a later age, natural
love cannot be fostered although he is convinced and does
have sympathy. But that is the only feeling that he has in his
heart.

2. Pure aradhi or obligatory love (aradhi, an Arabic
word which means something that comes by later). This type
of love develops when one is attracted to someone because of
his good deeds, virtue, good manners, talent and special
gualities. It can fade away when the person:

a. frequently brags about his deeds. For example teach-
ers who always brag about their sacrifice or leaders who boast
about their services to the people.

h. becomes arrogant and boastful because he thinks he is
knowledgeable, wise and talented.

Nevertheless, the actual reason for the loss of love is be-
cause their loved ones no longer possess good attributes
(akhlag).

3. Desirous love fades away when the person he loves
no longer appeals to his nafs (desire). As a result, they get
bored with each other's company especially with their insult-
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ing behaviour. It is not suprising that nowadays many young
married couples end up in divorce. Their passion for each
other before marriage is actualy desirous love. It is aso love
out of personal interest which is too weak to withstand tests.
No wonder this type of love easily fades away.

The same goes with the love among politicians or busi-
nessmen. Their love is fragile because it is out of self-interest.
They are not honest and are not concerned about their friends
feelings and they even dare to deceive their friends. That is
why disunity easily erupted. Their love is just like a blooming
flower that withers under the heat of the sun.

From the explanation above, it is clear that pure love seems
stronger and can withstand tests. Desirous love is very fragile
and could easily perish. That is why we should not possess
that desirous love only. We must make an effort to ensure that
our love is pure and virtuous. Otherwise, we would be frust-
rated. Desirous love, which is legitimate is not wrong but if it
is without pure love, it could easily fade away.

The factor that binds love together is good attributes. That
is why love could only be preserved if man possesses good
attributes or behaviour. To attain good attributes, one needs to
learn. In other words, you have to strive for it. It does not
evolve by itsdlf. For example, if we want to own beautiful
clothes, we have to pay a high price for it. Thus, if we want
to beautify ourselves with good attributes, we must strive for
it with determination through guidance and good leadership.
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Chapter 5

What’s So beatiful
About a Secular Society?

HE IDEOLOGY O F seculaism patronised

by the West separates worldly life or affairs from re-
ligion, with the hope that a beautiful life is achieved, actualy
ended up with destructive results. Human life becomes very
damaged and impaired. Especidly in the West, where the center
of secular teachings is located, the human society has logt its
human identity. The damage is totdly beyond repair. Without
religion, the minds and souls are hundred percent dominated
by the nafs and Satan, until the man become like satan or

animas. The pure mind and soul has become totally function-
|less.

We, the Eastern people, eventhough are said to believe in
religion, but since we are obsessed by the secular teachings
thet is hailed by the West, have shared the same fate as the
Westerners. Rdligion has no longer been taken as a guidance
in life, it prevails only in name. If the West is one hundred
percent damaged, we in the East is dready eighty percent
damaged. The human society which should live in harmony
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has become confused and in an uproar.

Leaders who should have been the umbrella to shelter his
people has become robbers and turned terrorists to the people.
Parents who should be the head of the family have become the
criminals that chastise the children. Uluma who should be the
torch to patronage the society have become the missiles that
are hitting the people until the society become chaotic. The
rich who should be the bankers to the society have become the
bloodsuckers to the people.

Verily, the human society is totdly and terribly destroyed.
Maybe the society in the jungle is better than the communities
in the village and in the town. It is jugt tha they are not
civilized. Let us now list down the characterigtics of the thor-
oughly destroyed secular society by looking at the relationship
among the individuds within the society and between the
countries. Hopefully that we will redlise that we have been for
long destroyed by secularism and definitely we need to rectify
ourselves.

1. Husband and wife

Marital ties are meant to unite the spouses so that men and
women will atain perfect lives and build happy marriages
together with their children. Husband is the head of the family
who controls the policy, the wife is the manager who imple-
ments the policy. While the children become the saff who
ensure the accomplishment in building a beautiful and happy
marriages. They work and fedl together.

On the whole, husbands and wives today cannot be kind to
one ancther. They often have misunderstandings, crises and
conflicts. The secular ideology and knowledge are not capable
of making a husband and wife understand each other, tolerate
and respect one another as well as maintain affection. The
craze for the worldly materias and wedlth, including the in-
dividudistic attitude have caused the discontinuity of love and
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care, the feelings of humanity among mankind and even
between a husband and wife.

They live in the same house but they do not share a common
interest. They have to force themselves to perform their duties.
Wives have to pretend to be loyal, husbands have to force
themselves to carry out the families burden. Meeting each
other is a torture. Small mistakes are exaggerated. Without the
wives consent, husbands are accused of raping their wives
when they want to get intimate with.

Quarrels often occur. Sometimes to the extent of physicaly
hitting and even killing each other. Each of them is thinking
of a divorce, but was hampered by their childrens' interest or
the incapability to pay the cost of a divorce which is very
expensive or for the sake of owning shared property. Whereby
if they get divorced, they are afraid of being poor and pauper.

Such are the extent of damage in the life of the secular
society. Out of ten marriages, maybe only one is good. The
rest are like being in a prison cell that tortures both parties.

2. Children and parents

In a secular family where the parents often quarrel and face
endless problem, the children would surely get infected too.
An atmosphere where affection, love and respect for each other
are difficult to take place. Situations which are tensed and
guarrelsome where people are ill-mannered and hate each other
are common OCCUrences.

Children who should really love, obey and respect the elders
do not do so. The secular teachings taught children to question
their parents, ‘Why did you bear me to this world?

The merits of parents are not appreciated because they con-
sider these are the responsibilities of every parent. “They were
the ones who wanted to bear me, now they have to shoulder
the burden!” Should that be the ways children return their
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parents contributions who have brought them up?

A selfish attitude which grows without.control under the
secular ideology has put marriages in a rift. They live together
but their hearts are apart. Living is felt like in a prison cdll;
they feel they have to obey, do the chores and everything else.
Parents feel as if they regret bearing the person who torments
their life. Sacrifices made in bringing up the children are felt
to be meaningless and a burden. Interacting with the children
is a depressing experience and it hurts them very much.

In the West, the breaking-up of the family institution can
be seen when the children have to make prior appointments
before they go to their parents house. Without appoinment, his
visit will not be entertained or rejected. On the other hand, the
same situation happens when the parents want to visit their
children, they have to set appoinment in advance. Just imag-
ine, the apple of the parents eyes who were cherished are
now strangers. Even their visits are constrained by law. Is this
not a socia disease that is killing man’s happiness in life?
That is the fruit of implementing a secular ideology and life!
Secularism is incapable of solving the problems between pa
rents and children. Such situation that engulf the whole world
has been neglected for such a long time. There are voices that
criticize, but the solution is still not available. The critics did
not present any example or portray any society as a model.

3. Teacher and pupil

How impaired the children’s hearts and minds are towards
their parents, the same thing applies otherwise. In schooals, it
occurs between students and teachers. Between one who needs
knowledge and guidance and the other who provides knowl-
edge and guidance. The secular world has drifted man to the
extent where teachers and students will quarrel, hate one an-
other and be rude to each other.

Individudistic attitude has demolished the instinctive fed-
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ings. The teacher hates his student and the students hate the
teacher. Not only in the West but even in the Middle East
where the western educational system prevails, the life atmos-
phere in school has become terribly bad. Not only in the
academic classes, but in fact in some religious classes, teach-
ers shout and rebuke at their students, students put their legs
on the table, sit improprietously, argue with the teachers and
so forth have occured.

Many schools have become ‘foster child’ to the police. The
police has to control the students in those schools because
many juvenile cases have happened. Schools are no longer the
place to produce functional people, but instead become cages
for tigers and goats in which the inhabitants savour each other’s
appetites. As a result, “carcass of dead goats’ are scattered
everywhere which will stench the world.

Such is secularism. It makes teacher work for the sake of
monetary gains and students learn so that one day they will
also reap the same materia benefits. The craze for monetary
gains has replaced a teacher's sincere intention to properly
care and guide his students. It also kills a student’s pure feeling
to love and respect his teacher. Everyday the teacher waits for
his salary whereas deep inside his heart he does not have the
intention to meet his students. Students get excited with highly
paid jobs, but they fed lazy to attend school to face the fierce
“tigers’ in front of the class.

Such is the life in school in the secular world. Educationa
centres have become places that are full of problems. Secular-
ism is unable to solve this chronic problem and it becomes a
culture that is torturing man’s life.

4. Head and staff of his office

People who faced problems at home, as explained above
will surely continue or repeat the same problems at their work
place. If love and care does not even exist with their parents,
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what's more with friends? Surely it is even more impossible
for them to interact warmly with each other. Consequently,
life will always be full of tension. Beginning from the journey
to the office, he is aready distressed with problems on the
road. Upon reaching the office, he has to meet his boss who
is fierce like a lion. Or a boss who practises favouritism. His
workmates, on the other hand, are like enemies. When it comes
to our weaknesses, instead of showing sympathy, we are con-
demned and degraded. Furthermore, there would aways be
somebody who resents our success. There is aimost nobody
who wants to share our happiness or grief.

Generally, that is the condition of the people in the work
place of a secular society. A majority of the office workers
who possess higher and secondary academic qualifications do
not have the knowledge to generate working environment where
everybody is affectionate towards each other; a situation that
eases stress and tension from the people's heart and mind.

Although the secularistic knowledge is aready acclaimed,
yet it is unable to save man from all the problems that exist
in their lives. Man are only required to work like the machines
in the office. Their feelings and thoughts are not managed to
ensure that they are coherent and consistent. Man becomes
like broken-down machines, they work inefficiently, not fully
completing his tasks and the result produced is less fruitful.
This differs from machines which run well and operates effi
ciently. Secularism does not know how to cure the spiritua
and mental faculties of man. It knows how to intervene in
external matters only. That is why man’s soul has been spoilt
by the mided western ideology, eventhough its material suc-
cess reaches the sky.

5. In the midst of the society

The portrayal of a secularistic society which separates
spiritual aspect of the human beings from its physical counter-
part, removes pure instinct due to their emphasis on their nafs
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and thus, neglects the values of love and care because of their
materiaistic and individualistic interests are:

(@) Various castes exist in the society. The wide gap
between those people in the upper echelon with those in the
lower class, and the rich and poor is clearly evident. Do not
expect the lower class to befriend the upper echelon. Do not
expect that the poor can freely visit the rich. There are iron
gates which surround the homes of the rich preventing anyone
from entering. What a cruel sight! Whereas in a society filled
with virtuous people, the rich make their homes the centre for
entertainment, feast, social services and friendship for the poor.

(b) In a secularistic society, if someone could not find his
way in town, it would be very difficult to get any help. Although
there might be many people around us, do not expect that they
would readily help us. It would be better if we were to be lost
in the jungle. This is because we do not have to fear the
thought that the animals might deceived us.

(c) The secularistic youth in today’s generation are totally
mined. They do not fit the picture as in a Maay proverb
“Pemuda harapan bangsa; Pemudi tiang negara “. In other
words, they can no longer be the hope for tomorrow. Instead,
they become the problems for the society. Indeed, there are a
few who are good who try to defend the nation and the country.
But the number is small compared to those who are loafers,
disobedient, lackadaisica and playful.

This means that the secular education has failed to produce
responsible people towards the family, religion, ethnic groups
and the country. Secularism does not possess the methods to
process man into a functioning human. Only the nafs is being
fed hedlthily, but the spiritual or soul and mind of man are not
moulded to function so that man realise his own human values.
In the end, man behaves like animals or satans. This is ex-
pressed by a Maay saying, “Acuan yang rosak, mengeluar-
kan kuih yang juga rosak.” It literally means, a defective mould
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would produce distorted cakes.

In the midst of daily life, man frequently jeer and taunt
each other. It is habitua to fling abuses at each other. The
people from the upper echelon, would boast and brag. They
would threaten the people in the society. The lower class does
not have a place in the society. Any assistance given is only
to those that they can and get along with. In the West espe-
cidly, most of the policemen are as fierce as the tigers.
Although they might not attack, but they ‘growl’, threaten,
and also frighten the public. These are the characteristics of
man who has lost their humanity.

6. Between nations

The fruits of practising secularism caused neighbours to be
strangers to each other, what’s more between two countries. In
general, secularly-based neighbouring countries are revengeful
towards each other. The borders between two countries are the.
most sensitive areas. The inhabitants of this border areas would
find themselves in great difficulty and problems. A dight mis-
take would lead to disputes and the break-out of wars between
two neighbouring countries. This can happen any time.

Is this the virtue, justice and security which are being strived
for? When in fact the neighbouring countries should have
cordia relations and open their doors to alow their own in-
habitants to visit and see each other’'s countries. The borders
should not be fenced and the international passport should not
be made compulsory. But why this does not happen?

| feel that if this were not an intentional plan to ruin the
world, then it has been caused by man who does not know
how to create the atmosphere of love and care, harmony and
security amongst them. They do not know how to guide, lead,
and mould man who will not fight, but instead live with love
and care and cooperation. Since they cannot see the way to
achieve this, they let humans live in a situation which is full
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of tension and worry.

They are not happy at home, not calm in their journeys, not
feel entertained in the school and office, the political situation
gives them headache and being in the midst of society gives
them no peace. Thus, man seems to be living among the herds
of goats, foxes, snakes, tigers and others. They are living on
the run like the refugees. This is the character of the world and
secular people who have for the last hundreds of years coloured
the world. Man has lost the shine on their faces and have
mental disorders. More people were admitted into the mental
ingtitution rather than the university.

Who should be blamed and where shall we start to solve
this problem? It is better for us to blame ourselves and then
later to invite ourselves to solve the situation. Since it has
been proven these ideologies failed to give happiness to man
and the world, why not we now turn to God, that is, refer to
His teachings. The Essence that knows most about man is not
man but God, the Most Knowing, the Creator of man. Surely
God knows how to cure the disease in man.

If we were sincere in this matter, there would surely be a
way out. The model of a good society, the best that we want
had once existed in this world. If we were to refer to it, | feel
that we might have the opportunity to enjoy the same life
within it.

Verily, 0 ALLAH! We express our strong desire to return
to You. For that, send us a leader and a saviour who can start
al this work for us to follow. Without him, how can we start
this atypica and difficult journey!
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Chapter 6

Life in a Loving and
Caring Society

OWMANYPEOPL E today are suffering

because of problems in life. Parents suffer because the
children disobey them. Children suffer even in wealthy homes
because their parents are too busy with their worldly affairs.
Husbands suffer because their wives are disoya. The wives
suffer because their husbands are loafers and irresponsible.

Tales of broken homes are common in society’s daily life
everywhere. Perhaps there is only a small number of homes
that are without problems. While in general, a lot of marriages
today are on the rocks. Many marriages in fact have broken
down or are ruined. These include the homes of Muslims and
non-Muslims alike. The homes of the rich and aristocrats are
even worse. Other ingtitutions in the society are also facing a
similar problem. In genera, they are faced with problems
among their staff. Everybody starts blaming and accusing one
another. Everybody seems to have indifferent attitudes and
leads an individualistic life. | meet a lot of heads of staff and
community leaders who often grumble about these problem.
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| often hear al sorts of stories regarding broken relation-
ships in families, political bodies, businesses, educationa
institutions and the society as a whole.

Generally, man is restless leading such a life. But how can
this be solved?

This is the question probed by many who can no longer
endure a life that causes headache and tension. Wealth and
development are meaningless. | am not an expert in analysing
society or human life but | have a model that could be put
forward as a guide in searching for a solution to the problems
in the society today. The model is an examplary Islamic society
that once ruled the world. | have put into practice this model
of life with my friends in the jamaah

Indeed, the beauty is felt eventhough it is till at its tria
stage. It takes us away from life that is restless and tensed to
peace and relief! | will try to portray the life of this model
society so that we can identify the different characteristics
between the Western society and the model society. For all we
know, the Western society has been looked upon as their mas-
ter. This model society that | mention is not a dream or an
imagination, but a redlity that was experienced by man over
three quarters of the world during the era of the salafussoleh
(the pious people during the period of Prophet Mohammad
and three hundred years that followed).

Indeed, it is a perfect society compared to today’s deterio-,
rating society throughout the whole world. Yet this model,
society can be accomplished again if we truly adhere seriously
to its steps.

This is the loving and caring society:

1. Between a husband and wife

Their life since marriage until old-age is well-cherished.:
This is due to the prevailing ties of peace, love and devation,
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in ther hearts. As a reault, the wife adways longs for the
husband's company when he is awvay even for a while and
eagerly awaits for his return. While the husband feels eager to
meet his wife who will care for him with dl her heart. The
wife adores her husband and highly honours him because he
is the man who makes her life accomplished and secured.

Mistakes made by the husband are seen as smadl and are
eedly forgiven. The husband dways longs for his wife be-
cause looking at her soothes his heart; when told, she obeys.
She never raises her voice. Thus they live together in good
faith, respecting each other, full of tenderness, love and de-
votion. They are aways together without fedling bored even
when they grow old.

Filmgars are only intimate on the Slver screen. They are
acting and faking the intimacy in front of the audience. But
the love between husbands and wivesisred in ther dally life.
Their life is like building a paradise in this world. They have
problems, but they are able to overcome them. Thar family
life is so much in harmony. As a result they have worked
together in accomplishing a perfect family sysem in dl as-
pects.

ALLAH proclams:

“Among His signsis this, that He created for you mates
from amongg yoursdves that ye may dwel in tranquillity
with them, and He has put love and mercy between your
(hearts): Verily in that are ssgns for those who reflecct.

(Sura Al-Rum: 21)

2. Between parents and children

Children are apples of the parents' eyes and are very pre-
cious property when they are moulded accordingly and brought
up properly. So much so they will enlighten the life of their
parents and bring them prosperity in life. Parents will aways
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fed happy and entertained. They are likethe king and the
queen when they are surrounded by the children, full of great-
ness and recognition. That is because of the respect given by
the children.

Indeed, children truly love and honour their parents be-
cause they know both of them well. However if they hurt their
parents fedings, they would suffer. Children take serioudy
whatever thar parents say however minimd. If this is the
case, parents will fed happy to have children. They are will-
ing to sacrifice everything for the sake of thar children’s hap-
piness.

They are showered with love and attention. Parents are
happy and sdisfied eventhough they endure difficulties in
bringing up their children. The children become truly indebted
and happy with their parents and this makes them cherish their
love, respect and loyalty to their parents. Thus they are aways
enthusiagtic and happy in carrying out the responsbilities and
house duties. The family then becomes a family full of affect-
ion, joy, peace and harmony where every member has a good
sense of responghility.

3. Between teachers and students

A teecher islike a second parent to his student. If parents
provide shelter, clothes and food, teachers provide knowledge,
education, good attributes, skillsand alifeto lead. A teacher
pays dtention to the physica and spiritud developments of
his pupils. After each session of formal teaching, he will gather
and cordialy interact with his students. He at times joins them
for food and mingle with them, cregting an amosphere that is
full of love and care. He is like a mother to her children.

Wesker students are sympathised and mistakes made will
be corrected with kindness. The success of his sudentsis his
own. At any time he would provide aid which is needed by his
students, either in the form of ideas or money. He feds satis-
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fied by doing s0. In the absence of his pupils, he feds lone-
some.

This is the caring teacher who will be admired and respect-
ed by his students. His absenceisfdt asaloss. Studentslong
to go to schooal, to receive knowledge and ingtructions from
him. They are willing to sudy on extra time with him. They
become unusudly clever under his guidance. These students
will defend and honour him. They will carry out his instructions
and emulate his personality. The students are willing to sacrifice
anything for his ske.

This bond of love and care could result in the school be-
coming a distinguished centre for education. Great achieve-
ments in every fied will be accomplished. The rules of the
school are obeyed not out of fear but out of their love and
respect for their teachers. Students are shy and feel improper
to misbehave in front of ateacher who has been too good to
them.

4. Among members of a society

In avillage, didrict, state or country, its society congsts
of various groups, the old, rich, aristocrats, intellects, poor,
handicapped, sick, young, adults, etc. Eventhough they may
gppear to be from different status or age groups but they live
together without any gap between them.

Like abig family, the elder brother helps the younger ones
and vice versa. The younger brothers are also obedient to their
elder brothers. The same applies in a society where the clever
ones help the weak. The rich sympathises the poor and offer
assgance. The hedthy people vidts the Sck. The younger
generation respects the old and obeys them. The adults are
responsible towards the youth. The ulama grives hard to
educate and guide society towards a peaceful and secured life.
Each group is bonded by the need to co-exist together to the
extent that they miss each other if they are gpart and feds
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happy when they meet. Together all the groups build and shape
the society to be strong and prosperous.

5. Between a Leader and his Followers

A ruler to his people or a leader to his followers is aso like
parents to their children. The people see their leader as their
parents who guide them to an accomplished life in thisworld
and the Heresfter. Such arole is equdly important to that of
natural parents or perhaps even more because the leader or
ruler ensures the happiness of his subjects in this world and
the Heresfter.

A ruler or leader casts his eyes on his people or followers
with love and responghilities in a Smilar manner that parents
look at their children. Thus, they become more affectionate
with their people like a child with his father. They dways
meet, greet each other and discuss about their problems in life.
The ruler opens his door for enquiries and is ever willing to
listen to their plight. They dso offer thair assstance, physicd
and spiritual. He will try to provide a comfortable and secured
life to his people. The people are taught and guided to lead a
proper life. Such a leader never stop thinking about his duty
to his people.

Sacrifices are made for the sake of building a system and
civilization that will benefit the country and its people. The
properties of the people are not misused. Their lives are not
neglected. The people are served with full responsibility. There
IS no cruety, oppresson, threats and verba abuses in this
leadership and education. His heart suffersif the needs of the
people are not fulfilled. A true leader becomes the shelter that
protects his people.

Thisis aleader that loves and isloved by his people. They
will surdly return the sacrifices by giving totd loydty and
respect to the leader whom they consider as parents. They will
assg the dstruggle of the leader to ensure its success. They
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safeguard and ook after the security of their leader’s life. In
fact, they dways say prayers for their leader.

They will defend him if he is harmed ether physcaly or
spiritualy. Leader’ s mistakes are forgiven and prayers offer-
ed. They promote and follow the good deeds of the leader.
They love their leader whole-heartedly. The words of the leader
is high-lighted. Together with the leader, they sacrifice and it
is done with al their hearts, until the country and the society
or jamaah  becomes truly rich, prosperous, peaceful and har-
Mmonious.

This is the outcome when the people and their leader love
and care for each other. Thus, any form of sabotage or betra-
ya will not happen even behind their leader’s back. The leader
aso would not betray and be crud to his people. Hence, the
command from ALLAH is.

“0 yewho believel Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger,
and those charged with authority among you. "
(Sura An-Nisa’': 59)

6. Among the Head and Staff of his Office

An employer or head of staff does not look at hisworkers
as servants, labourers or slaves but as his men or family mem-
bers who will work together to make a project a succcess. So,
the firgt thing that should be done by an employer or head of
daff isto fulfil the workers basic needs moderately. They
should ensure that their workers are given guidance and edu-
cation. So that they become skilled workers who are well
disciplined and good mannered.

Being warm and affectionate, cooperative and knowing each
other wdl is strongly encouraged amongst them. Problems
faced, success achieved and looking after the security of the
company is together shared. Any difficulty is shouldered to-
gether while fruits of comfort is enjoyed together. The em-

73



Love & Care The Key to Universal Unity

ployer feds that the company’s success is due to his own
workers hard work. He feels indebted to his workers. He
redlly treats his workers as part of his family. Mistakes made
by the workers are corrected with kindness.

As areault, the employer benefits from his own sacrifices,
The workers love and admire him. Crises between employer
and employees does not happen. The workers no longer work
for the sake of monetary gains but out of love for their em-
ployer with the intention to make the project or the running of
the company a success for the interest of the society. They
neither cheat nor stay idle. In fact, they fed the company as
theirs and together they manage it with care.

They are prepared to work overtime voluntarily without
being ingructed to do so for the interests and needs of the
company. They are willing to sacrifice for the success of the
company and to fed guilty if they are cardessin carrying out
their tasks. The qudity of the product is maintained and the
reputation of the company and its leader are strongly defended.
As a result, the company and its staff will prosper because
there is an environment of love and care.

Thisisonly aminor portrait of aloving and caring society.
Everybody puts aside his self-interest for their common benefit.
How beautiful and wonderful! Who would not long to be part
of it? It had once happened in this world before. Such wonderful
life had been the culture, tradition and dally way of life of the
society during that time. It was the universal norm and main
characteristics of the society then. It was the result of the holy
sruggle of the greatest man who brought noble culture,
Mohammead bin Abdullah SAW.

This noble culture has made the world honour Idam and
made life very specid. Nevertheless, once it was opposed by
the secular attitude as a product of the struggle of the wicked
people who have sdf-interest bringing materidigtic and indi-
vidudigtic culture, the world has changed to what it is today.
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Man no longer search for good deeds but their lust for wealth,
power, postion, influence, etc., make them exploit one an-
other.

Consequently, there is a loss of human vaues in man's
life, replaced with a brutish culture. The fittest survive. The
strong devours the wesk. To the extent that husbands and
wives, father and sons defend their own interests and rights
greedily. Nobody is prepared to make any sacrifice in order to
consider other peoples feelings. Hence, war erupts not only in
the battlefield but aso in homes and bedrooms.

Humanity and pure natura ingtinct are totaly logt, swept
away by the secularistic culture which has influenced the world.
As a result, everybody faces difficulties on their own terms
whereas every heart hopes for a wonderful and happy life.
Everybody yearns for a loving and caring life. Everybody feels
that they had enough and is bored with the brutish culture that
torments their lives,

For that reason, let us drive to build such cultured life
which we have been longing for. We take the examplary love
and caring society that once existed in thisworld and use that
modd to replicate and implement in every aspect of our life.
We verily need an honest leader who can guide and teach us
to make sacrifices. Inevitably, we will surely regain the taste
of that great culture which has long perished.

The world will once again be ruled by loving and caring
people. InshaALLAH. ALLAH says.

“It is part of the Mercy of ALLAH that thou dost deal
gently with them.”
(Sura Al Imran;  159)
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Chapter 7

Obstacles to the Bonds
of Love and Care

HE CREATION OF MAN is specid, intricate

and exceptiond. Not only the crestion of its physica
agpect is o gredt, but the creation of the spiritud sdeis far
more astounding and extraordinary.

Look &t the characteristics of the mind; which is able to
understand, elaborate, store and produce information and so
forth. Look also at the characteristics of the heart that can feel
the various fedings. There are fedings which are postive and
others which are negtive.

Why is man created in such a condition? How should man
balance himsdlf to be the best of al creation? Thisis aques-
tion that should be answered. Otherwise, man would be crud
to himself and misfortune would befal upon him. For instance,
if we were given a knife as a gift, we must know that the knife
has both positive and negative functions. When and how the
two functions must be understood and applied, so that we will
gan benefits from it and is safe from any harm.

Indeed, things that relate to mankind, when we say man
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needs to be loved and cared for, why then the opposite hap-
pens, that is man does not want to love others? Logicdly, if
we want others to love us, definitdy we must make the first
move. Only then our love will be returned. Likewise, if we do
not like others to annoy us, then we should not do the same
to others.

But the gtrange thing about man is he expects others to
love him but he does not like to love others.

In expecting others to love him, he irritates others and does
things that make others didike him. Why does he not love
others if he realy expects them to love him? Why does he not
sympathize others when he expects others to sympathize him?
Why does he not respect othersif he wants to be respected?

Should he not think to find ways to love and care for others
o that others will love and care for him in return? The reverse,
he only expects others to love him but he himsdlf refuses to
love others. Inevitably, no one gets love because nobody wants
to offer love to others.

Why does this thing happen? The Holy Quran provides the
answers and methods to overcome this problem.

i There are verses in the Quran which means:

“.the (human) soul is certainly prone to evil.”
(Sura Yusuf: 53)

“..for that he (Satan) was to you an enemy avowed?’
(Sura Y aasin: 60)

The above verses make us realise that man's worst enemies
have been created within the heart of himsdf. The enemies
within ourselves are more dangerous than external enemies.
Our inner enemies within ourselves can drag us to hdl on this
earth and the Hereafter, because these spiritual enemies foster
blameworthy characterigtics in our hearts that lure man into
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committing a destructive life. What are the characteristics of
the heart that can destroy one's life?

Among them are arrogance (takabbur) snobbish, egoism,
bad tempered, boastful, jedousy, stingy, showing-off (riyak)
and others. These atributes which are cdled mazmumeah
srongly drag man to be involved in crises and prevent man
from loving each other, when he gives in to his muzmumuh.
This means that, he is incgpable of loving others and others
hate him because he submits to the blameworthy characteris-
tics. These ill-deeds are despised by man.

This is the main and sgnificant reason why he who wants
to be loved cannot love others. He enjoys the good deeds done
to him but he cannot do the same to others.

An arogant person will spegk highly of himsdf in front of
others, lack affection, and is snobbish which causes others to
fear and hate him. Others will fal to love him eventhough if
he is handsome, smart, highly ranked and possesses other out-
standing characteristics. He is admired, but others do not dare
to get close to him. Therefore, he does not obtain the affection
that he should be getting and desires. Wheress if he is not
arrogant, his outstanding characteristics are enough to creste,
give and gain love.

Such is muzmumuh (ill-attribute), which prevents man from
being loving and caring and to the extent of driving man to
hate and despise each other. This occurs among men who are
from the same ethnic and rdigious groupings who have no
blood ties.

2. For those who are related through blood ties such as
between mother and child, whereby the love between themis
natural love, the muzmumuh may not be that obvious as com-
pared to others. This means that a father normaly would not
become arrogant towards his son and the son also would not
be arrogant towards his father. But why love and care is 4lill
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not fostered?

In this case, | believe that natural love cannot be nurtured
because it is barred by ignorance. That is every party does not
know the importance of love being nurtured and how to give
love. They were not thought about it be it in home or at
school. When they are not guided, then satan will teach them,
so that children raise their voices to their parents and the
parents on the other hand like to nag and talk harshly to their
children. Whereas they are in love with each other. When
such situation occurs, they become disheartened.

The same thing goes between a teacher and student, there
is no jealousy between them but since they do not know how
to show their love, they end up breaking each other's heart.

So too, between a husband and wife, they love (desirous
love) each other, but since they do not know or not good in
treating their feeling towards each other, eventually they break
up. As a result of not learning how to give and nurtured love,
satan and nafs take over the teaching until the natura and
instinctive love are destroyed.

3. Other obstacles that make man incapable to preserve
love and care among them is the attitude of being impatient
with others. Let us say between two friends who love each
other, it is because they know how to consider each other’'s
feeling and give love. Yet, the love between them can il
perish if they are not patient enough to cope with each other's
bad deeds, mistakes or temperament. Whereby man cannot
avoid making mistakes. For example, one of his friends keep
asking this and that until the other friend gets bored and lost
his patience. Thus, he then pulls a long face or stays away or
rebels. Love, therefore, fades away. Whereas if he can be
patient, surely the love and care that has been build can last.

4.  We will surely agree that, while we desire to be loved,
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a the same time, we are Hfish. This sdfishness make us

careless about the needs and fedings of others. Since we are
too busy thinking of oursdves, we fed less sympathetic with
other’ s difficulties. We are busy thinking of ourselves and our
own family. As aresult, we are willing to see others suffer as
long as we are happy.

That iswhy there happens tales of nation leaders misusing
the power and the nation. Retailers mark up unreasonable
prices, monopolize wedlth, underpay their workers and so on.
Tolerance, compassion and sympathy towards others no longer
exist. Thus, we will not be surprised to see people who do not
love their leaders, consumers hate the capitdist and so on.

5. The feding of racid fanaticam has also caused love to
be barred. When one gives more priority to his ethnic group,
he will look down upon other ethnic groups. When this happens,
they will compete, race and fight against each other. As a
result, the door to commence love among different ethnic
groupings is closed.

| think the five arguments above are sufficient to portray
that man are created in a very unique and extraordinary man-
ner because not only he has good characterigtics in him but
aso theworgt enemy of dl. He was origindly virtuous himself
but it has been destroyed by hisinner enemies mentioned. He
loves goodness but since he was deceived by the enemies
within him, he commits wrongdoings.

Why is man cregted in this manner? Is this cregtion just?
Would it not be better if man is crested without the spiritua
enemies within him? There could be readers who would ask
such questions! | feel that God is the Most Prudent for assem-
bling the good and bad attributes in a man's heart. Then he
furnishes man with a mind to choose, think and act. If he
chooses goodness, surely he will strive to achieve it. And if he
chooses badness, he will dso drive to achieve it. Usudly,
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man is willing to do anything to fulfill his wishes Since
ALLAH cregtes man not in vain, hence He will judge the
choices that man has made. ALLAH proclams:

“Truly he succeeds that purifies it, and he fails that
corruptsit! "

(Sura As-Shams. 9-10)

“*And those who strive in Our (cause) We will certainly
guide them to Our paths. ”

(Sura Al-Ankabut:  69)

Eventhough ALLAH dlows man to choose, yet He only
accepts those who chooses goodness and work towards it.
And for those who chooses evil deeds, ALLAH will judge and
question him and he will have to bear the consequences after
death and life in the Heredfter. Here lies the logic that there
Is life after death s0 that man will be decided upon of al the
tests he faced on earth. If there is no continuity, life on earth
will have no result, no ending, no judgement, no punishment
nor reward to dl his doings on earth that are not settled or
ended yet.

If a man does not have any enemy within him, the mind
would not be a necessity. Without the mind, why should man
be created? It is enough to have the angels and animals inhab-
iting thisworld. Thisiswhat ALLAH means regarding us, His
creation. If we understand this fact, we would know the purpose
of life, how to live and whet is the find degtination of this life.

All these are dated in the “cataogue’ about the creetion of
man.
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Chapter 8

Good Akhlag Ensures
Love and Care

00D AKH LA Q (virtuous conduct) is an attitude

of life, behaviour or good character that becomes one's
traditiona practice. Good akhlag comes from a good heart.
Examples of good akhlaq are tolerance, helpfulness, gene-
rogty, tuwadhu' (humbleness), forgiveness, loving, hard-
working, honesty, friendliness, cooperation and others.

One who possesses these good qualities is a person who
has strong capacity to attract others. Other people will be
attracted and captivated by him and thus love him. Eventhough
he does not have other specid qualities to charm people such
as beautiful or handsome face or position of esteem. Neither
is he bonded with naturdl love such as through relaionship
between lineage, yet others will Hill love him because of this
good akhlag that he possesses. Man's naturd ingtinct would
love a person with good akhlag

Man, regardless of ethnic group and religion, adores good
akhlaqg Everybody, be it the common people or the aristo-
crats, the poor or the rich, man or woman, the good or the bad

83



Love & care The Key to Universal Unity

and so on, will regard those with good akhlag with affection.
This means that good ukhlug is a source of love which al
man, race and religion accept. It can develop love bonds among
friends, religion and everybody from al waks of life.

Love and care that derives from the ukhlugq factor would be
pure love and free from any interest. Such pure love does not
easly fade unless good ukhlug no longer prevails in that person.
It is @most impossible for such akhlag to diminish since it is
an attribute or behavior that has become a part and parcel of
oneself.

Good akhlag if possessed by two people who love each
other through blood-ties, beauty, materialistic value, good ser-
vice and others, help to strengthen and ensure the continuity
of aloving and caring relationship. On the other hand, without
good akhlag love and care that were generated by the factors
mentioned will deteriorate and even perish.

Such are the roles performed by good ukhluq in ensuring
love and care amongst al people universally. It is a basic and
main principle to initiate love and care amongst mankind be-
cause the beauty of akhlag is admitted by the heart of everybody
just like man’'s recognition of the beauty of flowers. It is a
spiritual beauty that captures every single heart just as external
beauty charms every pair of eyes. Love and care that stems
from such ukhlug will not fade away and will aways be
remembered forever. Those who possess such good ukhlug are
surely the lucky ones, for they attain pure love that is everlasting
from everyone.

A leader who renders good services as well as possesses
good ukhlugq, is not arrogant or stingy, puts aside his family’s
interest and his, does not take advantage of his power and the
wealth of the nation, does not distant himself from his people
and does not commit sins and wrongdoings, surely will be
loved by his people. His people will even imitate his goodness
and eventually the country will turn to be a good country. The
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neighbouring countries will be atracted with the beauty in it
as such that they are motivated to be friendly with such a
nation. Even the non-Mudims within and outside the country
fdl for the peacefulness and judtice, until they live in harmony.

Such are the good influence to the country and the society
when good akhlag is practised by rulers or leaders and also by
the people. Everybody feels happy, respect and love and care
for each other.

Without good akhlag followers and leaders will live of-
fending each other. Such are the things that are happening in
most countries and the world at large. No country isfound to
drive and practise good akhlag Thus, the Stuations in those
countries become tense, lack of entertainment and lack of love
and care. Akhlag is the perfect entertainment. Hence, to enter-
tain the hearts, the people and leader alike have gone to search
for entertainment in the most unethical ways. They are actualy
not entertained but only deluded, thus makes man temporarily
forget his problem. Actudly, consuming acohoal, progtitution,
disco-dancing, promiscous relationship, luxury and many others
do not calm the soul. Nor do they entertain the heart, but they
actudly delude man from thinking about their problems tem-
porarily. When the entertainments have ended, the soul will
again be burdened with the problems that they are facing.

Such Stuation does not exigt if man entertains himsdf with
the true entertainment, that is with iman and good akhlag.
Besdes easng the soul, true entertainment brings various
positive effects to the society and country. Wheress, fake en-
tertainment through vice will not be able to solve the prob-
lems but worse will attract adl sorts of negetive effects to the
society.

For example, consuming acohol causes intoxication and
the drunkard will mumble nonsense which may insult and hurt
others, thus damaging the love bond that ties a rdationship
together. Accidents may happen when a drunkard drives a car
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and so on. Adultery can give rise to the birth of abandoned
illegitimate children who will become a socid mdice. Progti-
tutes, when they reach old age, will lead a very downtrodden
life and mockery asthey suffer from diseases such as syphilis
and AIDS. Obscene and wild socid life which is accepted by
today’s society as their ways to entertain themselves, has
actudly resulted in numerous disputes and even killings.

In the idolized entertainment world today, the entertainers
themsdves are not entertained. They face various unsolved
problems. Their lives are so troublesome that have caused
many fights, broken marriages and suicides. They do not fed
safe and they could not save others. Many liquor shops, discos,
brothels, night clubs, casinos and others do not bring security
but instead bring al sorts of socid diseases in the society. A
clear evidence can be found in the United States and Europe
which are the centres for al sorts of vices. A human society
which is not guided with good akhlag but is exposed to all
desires and nafs, hastotdly lost its humanity. The attributes
of such asociety seems amilar to the animd kingdom or wild
animals in the jungle. Killing other people has become a com-
mon act and is carried out in the name of freedom and the
development of a sophisticated technology.

There is no such thing as true entertainment in the life of
a progressive and modem man. The thing that is progressve
and modem is not the human being and their human vaues
but it is the physcd maerids which is lifdess. Only the
societal development is advanced but not the people and its
human values. Whereas the true entertainment is calmness and
love and care in the heart, which comes from a relationship
that is based on good akhlag Good akhlak enables man to
entertain and be entertained by others. Even without sophisti-
caed technology, they will 4ill fed a ease with love and
care. But love and care does not exist in today’s society. It
may exis in dogans but not in redity. An individudigtic and
materidistic society can never be able to love and care for
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each other and behave with good ukhlug. The terminology of
love and care and good akhlag do not exist in ther diary. In
fact, such terminologies are consdered ‘dien’.

The United States and Europe need to know that their credit
is only in their sophisticated technology and not on their human
development. Which is more important, human development
or technology? If man is good, the whole world today will be
in good. But high technology cannot guarantee goodness. In
fact, a times it is channdled towards destruction and wars.
Thus, the work to improve the man is more important.

Man's goodnessisin his akhlag Which is better, an arro-
gant leader or a leader who is loving towards his followers?
Which is better, a generous or a gingy richman? Which is
better, a well-mannered and responsible youth or an un-
disciplined and irresponsible one?

Indeed, surely the one with good ukhlug is better. Let us
try to portray the image of this world if it is administered by
aleader who has good akhlag, the rich with good ukhlug and
the ulama possess good ukhlug. And so do the youth, teachers,
parents and the rest. How peaceful and beautiful the world
will be. Love and care is fdt everywhere. Crudty, decet,
abuse of power, jedousy, revenge and many other man's
wrongdoings will vanish from the human being. The world
becomes peaceful, harmonious and safe. Is there any other
ways or formats to save the human society?

If there is none- and | think there is none- let us struggle
to build in oursdves and the society good ukhlug. An ukhlug
which isloving and caring for each other and a the same time
cregting the universal unity.

When every group of man or mgority of them have good
akhlag they will get attracted and love and care for each
other. They will be friendly with one another and no longer
offend each other. The world will be peaceful and safe.

When Musdlims portray and practise good ukhlug towards
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non-Muslims and in return, the non-Muslims show good akhlag
to the Mudims, surely love and care will develop between
these ethnic and religious groups.

The same goes when the leaders and people of a country
practise good akhlag with the leaders and people of another
country and this in return would ensure the establishment of
agood relationship between the two countries.

If this could occur in the entire world, definitely the world
will be peaceful. Such is the smple theory on how to make
the world a peaceful one. The teachings of akhlag to mankind
as a cementing factor or the bond that links love and care
between the people universdly needs to be introduced into
these world. Good akhlag is adored by the people all over the
world. But why does this common liking is not being attempted
and drived for?

Man will only become humane, different from animas,
when he possesses good akhlag. This attribute is shaped by a
good heart. A good heart is developed by clean food. Prophet
Mohammad SAW once said:

“Inside the body of the sons of Adam is a piece offlesh.
When it is good, so will the entire body, when it is bad,
so will the entire body. Knoweth that it is the heart.”
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Chapter 9

Prophet Mohammad SAW
a Model to Love and
Care

NORDERTOHA V E peace, happiness and

harmony in this world and the Hereafter, man needs a
moded to follow. Although every man is born with the ins-
tinctive need to love and be loved, without a model, we cannot
atain the perfection of love. ALLAH the Almighty with His
Blessngs and Love has dways shown us the ways which
would lead us, as His servants, to safety. Man is then left to
make the choice, whether to follow the given guidance or not,
and that's dll.

On this bass, ALLAH the Almighty sent His beloved
messenger, a man named Mohammad bin Abdullah, about a
thousand and four hundred years ago, to guide us on this
earth. Our beloved Prophet Mohammad SAW was endowed
with the perfect physica and spiritud attributes by ALLAH.
ALLAH preserved the characters of Prophet Mohammad SAW
from any possible faults and imperfection, so as to become the
grand example and modd for other human beings.

Being nurtured as such, Rasulullah SAW was transformed
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into a person with the greatest akhlag (virtue), both towards
ALLAH and towards mankind. Thus, it is of no surprise when
ALLAH praised Prophet Mohammad SAW in the Holy Quran
in the verse:

“And thou (standest) on an exalted standard of
character.

(Sura Al-Qalam: 4)

Rasulullah SAW was groomed to be the insanul  kamil
(perfect person) to become the symbol of al good virtues.
Prophet Mohammad SAW is the most perfect man. The whole
constellation of good virtues was endowed to the Prophet Mo-
hammad SAW by ALLAH. Since the main focus of this book
ison love and care, | will concentrate on one aspect of the
akhlag of Prophet Mohammad SAW, that is his affection to
the whole of mankind. Rasulullah SAW was affectionate to dll
living creatures, be it man or anima, Mudims or non-Muslims.

It is on this basis that ALLAH darifies in the holy Quran
that Rasulullah SAW brought blessings to the world. ALLAH
decrees:

“We sent thee not, but as a mercy for all creatures.”
(sura Al-Anbia: 107)

Rasulullah SAW had once said:

“I have been sent to perfect good character. ”

Here | would lilke® portray love and care that is one of the
many aspects of the akhlag of the Prophet Mohammad SAW
which is very important to mankind. At least for their own
sdvation in this world if not in the Heresfter. 1 would not
discuss the other characterigtics of the Prophet Mohammad
SAW so that our discussion would not deviate from the theme
of this book.
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Rasulullah SAW's dffection for others is beyond com-
parison. There are two main angles that would dlow us to
prove that Rasulullah SAW was a loving and caring person.

Firgly, from the angle of knowledge. If we read the Holy
Quran and the Hadeeth in detail, we would observe how
affectionate and loving Rasulullah SAW was. Even towards
the children and the animas. Among the verses from the Holy
Quran which shows how very affectionate Rasulullah SAW
was when ALLAH decrees:

“Now hath come unto you an Apostle from amongst
yourselves; it grieves him that ye should perish; ardently
anxious is he over you: to the believers is he most kind
and merciful. "

(Sura At-Tauba: 128)

In another verse ALLAH the Almighty decrees:

“Zt is part of the Mercy of Allah that thou dost deal
gently with them.”
(Sura Ali Imran: 159)

Among the Hadeeth that indicate how great is the affection
and loving and caring the Prophet Mohammad SAW are:

“ Whoever does not love, will not be loved in return. ”
“Show affection and love to anyone in this world, and
surely you will be loved by whoever (malaikah) is present
in the sky.”

“The best among man is the person who gives benefit
to others, for instance giving love and care.”

“The best of man is those who have the best akhlag,
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that is most loving and caring towards others.”

“Render your service (among them your love) for your
parents, your children will then render their service to
you. "

“Whoever does not love others, will not be loved. ”
(Narrated by Tirmizi)

“Whoever fulfils one of the wishes of his brother’s, will
have seventy of hiswishes fulfils by ALLAH. "
(Narrated by Ibnu Abi Dunya)

“Whoever inflicts cruelty to kafir Zmmi  (law-abiding
infidels), Z will be their saviour even if he (the person
who inflicts it) is a Muslim.

“* Among those of you who are dearest to me are those
who have the best character, they respect other people
and are amicable and easily approachable. "

‘A true believer is one who is amicable and is easily
approachable, and there is no goodness in one who is
difficult to mix and be approached by others. ”

“Whoever does not love our unprivileged people, yet he
knows the obligation of being our people of higher
esteem, he does not belong among us. ”

(Narrated by  Al-Bukhari)

“Whoever does a good deed (extending love and care)

to orphan boys or girls, he and Z shall be like these two

in Paradise (putting two of his fingers together). ’
(Narrated by Al-Hakim)

“Verily those who are dearer to ALLAH are those who
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are amicable and easily approachable. Conversely, those
most despised by ALLAH are those who dander and
disrupt brotherhood. "

Secondly, from the angle of the practica life of the Prophet
Mohammad SAW, of his loving and caring in the redity of
his life. There are many stories about the Prophet Mohammad
SAW that illustrate how deep the feding of love and care in
him.

Among them:

1 A Bedouin once pulled the Narjan robe Rasulullah
SAW wore. The coarse texture of the robe left marks on his
neck as the Bedouin did so roughly. However, Rasulullah SAW
was not angered by the action. Instead, he gave the robe to the
Bedouin as a present.

2. Therewas an old woman who liked to offend Rasul-
ullah SAW by putting thorns, faeces and so forth in the path
usudly frequented by Rasulullah SAW. However, Rasulullah
SAW had never taken any action against her. At one time, the
old woman fell sck and this prevented her from dumping the
obgtacles in the path. Rasulullah SAW saw that something
seemed to be amiss when he saw the clean and clear path.
Thus, he enquired in the neighbourhood and was informed
that the old woman was sick. Rasulullah SAW visted the old
woman. His action touched her fedings and inspired her to
embrace  Idam.

3. One day, a Companion saw Rasulullah SAW kissed a
child. Surprised by the unexpected action of the Prophet, the
Companion asked, “You kissed the child, O Rasulullah?’

“Yes” sad Rasulullah, “Whoever does not love and have
affection, will not be loved in return.”
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4. Rasulullah loved and cared for his Companions. If a
Companion was gone or absent for severd days, Rasulullah
SAW would enquire his whereabout.

5 If somebody requested his help, Rasulullah SAW ne-
ver faled to fulfil ther wishes. He was quick to notice and
very concerned about the difficulties faced by others. He was
adso a very committed person. Rasulullah SAW had sad,
“Whoever fulfils the wish of a brother, ALLAH would grant
seventy of his own wishes.”

6. At one time, a Bedouin urinated in the Prophet’'s
mosque. Some of Companions were annoyed by his rudeness.
But Rasulullah SAW remained calm and remarked, “Let him
finish...” After the Bedouin had rdieved himsdf, Rasulullah
SAW got up and washed the smeared area. After he was
through, only then did Rasulullah SAW explained to the
Bedouin the proper manners when entering a mosgue.

7. Atonetime, Rasulullah SAW went out to the town of
Thaf for da’'wa (propagation) with his foster son, Zad bin
Harithah. The people of Thaf had asked the children and
naughty teenagers to throw stones a them. One stone hit
Rasulullah SAW and caused his knee to bleed.

An angel witnessed the scene and was outraged. The angel
offered to crash the people of Thaif with the hill scattered over
the town. However, Rasulullah SAW refused the offer and
sad, “Do not do that because the people do not know that |
am their Prophet.”

The angd relented. On other hand, Rasulullah SAW made
aprayer for the people of Thaif, “0O ALLAH, please guide my
people for they do not know. ”

8. At one time, Rasulullah SAW dlowed and let a Com-
panion pressed his thigh againgt his while they were Stting
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down together. Rasulullah SAW did not pull histhigh avay in
order not to hurt the fedlings of the Companion. He did not
want the Companion to believe that he refused and did not
like to St down beside him.

9. During the migration to Medina, Rasulullah SAW was
chased after by Suragah who wanted to win the reward offer-
ed by the Quraish infidds of Mecca in return for killing
Rasulullah SAW.

Each time Suragah’s horse tried to get close to Rasulullah
SAW, it would sumble and fdl. Rasulullah SAW did not
make use of the opportunity to kill. Instead, Rasulullah SAW
forgave him. This made Suragah surrendered and promised
that he would no longer make any attempts to teke the life of
the Prophet.

10. At one time, an enemy named Da'thur saw Rasulullah
SAW resting on arock. He jumped and placed his sword at
the Prophet’s neck. “Who is going to save you now?" Da& thur
asked the Prophet.

Spontaneoudy, Rasulullah SAW answered, ‘ALLAH!

Da'thur seemed to be shaken by the answer, his sword fell
to the ground. Rasulullah SAW picked it up and thistime the
Prophet asked, “Who is going to save you now?’

Frightened, Da'thur answered, “Nobody!” Seeing the fear,
Rasulullah SAW forgave Da'thur and freed him. This act of
love and kindness inspired Da thur to embrace Idam.

11. Rasulullah SAW was aso very loving toward his own
children and caring toward his wives. He aways forgave the
mistakes meade by his wives. Sometimes he would help in the
household chores, repair the tear on his robes or shoes.

12. Rasulullah SAW would often accompany the poor and
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vigt the widows to enquire their daily necessties. He would
even mingle with the poor, have conversaions, meds and
befriend  them.

13. One morning during Eid, Rasulullah met a smdl boy
crying at the roadside. He was touched and asked, “Why are
you crying ? "

The child answered, “My father died a martyr (in the way

of ALLAH) whilst my mother has remarried. | am left on my
own and has no new clothes to wear for Eid.

Rasulullah shed tears sharing his misfortune. He asked,
“Would you be happy if | were to become your father and
Aishah be your mother.” The child was very happy to hear
this, that the noble person was to be his father. The Prophet
brought him home, gave him a bath and gave new clothes to
him. The child was happy and so was the Prophet because he
had been able to bring about this happiness.

14. One day, while the Prophet was on his way to the .
market, he met adave (aboy) crying by the roadside. When
asked why he was crying, the dave answered that he lost the
money given to him by his meder. Rasulullah gave his own
money to replace the money lost. But when he returned from
the market, he saw that the same boy was 4ill crying.

“Why are you crying?” asked the Prophet.

“Now | am scared that my master would beat me for being
late,” answered the boy.

Thus, Rasulullah had to accompany the boy home to ensure
that his master would not beat him. The home was occupied
by severd women. Rasulullah gave sdam three times before
they opened the door. When asked whether they could not
hear his fird sdam, the women replied that they wanted
Rasulullah to make as many prayers possible for them.

Rasulullah explained his vist and why the boy was late.
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He requested that they not punish the boy. But if they insisted,
he offered that he be caned in return. The Prophet started to
roll up his deeves,

When the Prophet finished, the women were quick to
respond, “From this day onward, we delcare him a free person.”

Thus, this is the result of affection, love and care for others.

16. The neighbour of Rasulullah SAW was a Jew. The
Prophet SAW safeguard the rights of a neighbour. He never
do things that might hurt his neighbour. On the other hand, he
often gave food and other forms of presents to his neighbour, ,
the Jew.

17. The Prophet also placed great concern over the rights
of non-Mudims who were willing to live under Idamic laws,

gengdly known as kéfir zmmi. The Prophet had said,
“Whenever a kafir zimmi is oppressed, | am his saviour. "

18. Besides being kind to human beings, Rasulullah SAW
was dso loving and caring toward animals. He prevented chjl-

dren from torturing animas.

Rasulullah SAW advised man to use a shap knife when
daughtering animas. The animd being daughtered would die
quickly and not be in pain and suffering for too long.

Rasulullah SAW often reminded man that cames or other
animds should not be overloaded.

At one time, a cat dept on the turban of the Prophet.
Rasulullah SAW cut the turban in order to avoid disturbing
the deeping cat.

These are severa stories that prove how loving and forgiv-
ing Rasulullah SAW was. He is the absolute, grand modd of
love and care which should be examplified by human beings
especidly theulama  throughout the age. Rasulullah’s love and
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care towards man and animas should be followed and dis-
persed equally throughout the whole world.

In the world today, however, the opposite happens. Love,
care, peace and harmony are absent. This is the struggle of the
Jamaah darul Argam that is to bring into existence love and
care shown by Rasulullah SAW.

darul Argam wishes and is struggling to revive the naturd
indinctive fedings of mankind for each other, induding
animas. Thisisthe bass of darul Argam’s struggle through-
out the world, even towards the non-Mudims in the non-
Mudim countries. All praisesbeto ALLAH, this sruggle has
been accepted by many people, excluding those who have
self-interests.

Agan | would like to emphasize here tha the basis for
Dan.11 Argam’s struggleislove and care. That iswhy darul
Argam does not retaiate when they receive ill-treatments. This
is the persona atire of every darul Argam’'s member. There-
fore, those who clam to be members of darul Argam but who
are rude and lack the attributes that symbolize love and care
in their words and manners, they are not members of the
jamaah This is because not loving each other means going
agang principle and discipline of the jamaah
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Chapter 10

Allah 1s the Greatest
Love

S PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED,wanting

to be loved and to love is man's naturd inginct. Man
wants to be loved by others. When he redlises that someone
loves him, spontaneoudy he will love that person too.

One ought to remember, loving or wanting to be loved by
others is not the utmost of love or the greatest love because
love among man does not last long. The longest is the dura-
tion of time we are dive. In fact, often occurs in the middle
of our life, that is before we die, the love fades away or would
totaly perish. The idolised love would totaly be crushed.

It's only here that we redlize that love and care for human
being (makhlug) or love and care from human being is not red
or true love and care. It is only tempord love. All this while
we assume the love and care was true and last to the end.
Apparently, in our journey in life or in the middle of our age,
our love and care for others or others' love and care for us, the
person himsdf or we oursaves impair it for the very reasons
which have been discussed before this. Thus, that is why loving
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and caring human beings aways disgppoints us eventhough it
is not wrong to do so.

Therefore, we should never ask, beg or expect to love man
or loved by man eventhough nothing is wrong with it. That
kind of love does not last. If we were to obtain it, that's good.
All praises be to ALLAH. If we fall to obtain it, one should
not mind. But to give and accept everlaging love, which is
cdled the grestest of love. That isloving ALLAH The Grest-
ed. Thisisthe red, true, everlagting love that brings happi-
ness in the world and the Hereafter. This kind of love is beyond
comparison. And if sucessfully atained is the most satisfying
and easing one. Its fruits are the most entertaining and most
pleasing.

Unfortunately, this true and great love is rarely given atten-
tion to. People seldom pursue it as they pursue other kinds of
‘chegp’ love. Probably, out of ten million people only one
pursues it.

Even if one has loved ALLAH and eventhough the entire
human beings are againg him or hates him, he ill get hap-
piness and camness. On the other hand, love and care for
human beings will never give true and everlagting happiness
to man if the red love to ALLAH is not possessed. That is
why those who have strong belief in ALLAH and obey Him
will dways be cdm even when they are in difficulties and

trials

Therefore, if we cannot possess love from man, we do not
have to fed sad because such fedings of love do not lag.
Furthermore, it is neither redl nor true. If such isthe Stuation,
do find and pursue the greatest love, so that ALLAH the Most
Loving and Most Affectionate loves us.

ALLAH’slove and care for His creations can be judtified
from two aspects. Firstly in the aspect of knowledge. Secondly,
in the realistic aspect of everyday’'s happenings. In the aspects
of knowledge, there are many Quranic verses that describe
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ALLAH’s great love and care for His servants.
Among them are:

“But ifye count the favours of ALLAH, never will ye be
able to number them.”
(Sura  Ibrahim: 34)

“Who has made the earth your couch and the heavens
your canopy; and sent down rain from the Heavens:
and brought forth therewith fruits for your sustenance;
then set not up rivals unto ALLAH when ye know (the
truth).

(sura  Al-Bagarah: 26)

“Behold! Inthe creation of the Heavens and the earth;
in the alteration of the night and the day; in the sailing
of the ships through the ocean for the profit of mankind;
in the rain which ALLAH sends down from the skies,
and the life which He gives therewith to an earth that
is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that He scatters through
the earth: in the change of the winds, and the clouds
which they trail like their slaves between the sky and
the earth- (Here) indeed are signs for a people that
are wise. "

(sura  Al-Bagarah: 164)

“But to those who believe and do deeds of righteousness,
He will give their (due) rewards- and more, out off His
bounty. But those who are disdainful and arrogant, He
will punish with a grievous penalty; nor will they find,
besides ALLAH, any to protect or help them. ”

(Sura  An-Nisa: 172)

“0 my people! This life if the present is nothing but

(temporary) convenience. | tis the Hereafter that is the
home that will last. He that works evil will not be requited
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but by the like thereof And he that works a righteous
deed- whether man or woman- and is a believer-
such will enter the garden (of bliss): therein will they
have abundance without measure. ’

(Sura Al-Mukmin:  39-40)

“And ALLAH has made for you mates (and companions)
of your own nature, and made for you, out of them, sons
and daughters and grandchildrens. And provided for
your sustenance of the best; will they then believe in
vain things, and be ungrateful for ALLAH’s favours?”
(Sura An-Nahl: 72)

“Who created me, and it is He who guides me; who
gives me food and drink, and when | amiill, it is He who
cures me.

(Sura AsShuara:  78-80)

“But if the thief repents after his crime, and amends his
conduct, ALLAH turneth to him in forgiveness; for
ALLAH is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. "

(Sura Al-Maidah: 39)

“Say: 0 my servants who have transgressed against
their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of ALLAH; for
ALLAH Forgives all sins for He is Of-Forgiving, Most
Merciful. "

(Sura Az-Zumar:  53)

“Verily ALLAH will not lessen a believer’s deed given
(to him) on the earth nor will ALLAH deducts his rewards
in the hereafter Whereas for the unbelieverstheir deeds
will be given on the earth while in the hereafter they
were found empty-handed (without any deeds), but they
will till be rewarded (due to the Mercy of ALLAH).
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Verily, ALLAH likes anything done with love and care.
(Narrated by Bukhari)

In the redity of life, we love ALLAH the Greatest so that
with it we will get the greatest of camness in this world and
in the Heregfter. This is because:

1 ALLAH isthe God that creates and gives us life and
aso the entire world for usto live in, o long that we do not
abuseit.

2. Heisthe God that creates Hereafter as our everlasting
living place after we die. If we bdieve in Him, worship and
obey Him and be kind as He commands and not merely do
things according to what we want, then we will be placed in
Heaven furnished with unimaginable pleasures.

But if the opposite happens, the tortures of Hellfire will be
inflicted upon us, the torments of which are not possible to be
pictured. May ALLAH protects us from the torments of His
Helfire so horrifying, horrible and frightening.

3. ALLAH is the God who creates us husband to enable.
us to be entertained, creates wife for us to have pleasure and
children as the apple of the eyes that soothes the heart. If such
is the case, why do not we love ALLAH, that grants us husband,
or wife, and the children?

4. At time when we were tested by pain, it is ALLAY
Who cures. He gives easiness to the pain we are experiencing.,
He bestows camness when we get into difficulties. Being
cured by ALLAH, after some pain, is this not a blessng?

5. ALLAH is the one who gives sustenance so that we
can edt, drink, clothe oursalves and other. With dl these, we
are saved from hunger, thirgt, lack of clothing and others.
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6. ALLAH isthe One who fulfilsour needs that we
asked from Him. If not dl, ALLAH has answered some of
them. This soothes our heart. It is aso the grace from ALLAH.

7. If there is any problems or tests in our life, we ask the
solution from ALLAH. Otherwise, to whom should, we turn
to? Even if ALLAH does not solve dl of our affairs, at least
part of it has been solved. With ALLAH’s existence that offers
us a place to turn to, we have hopes. Even these hopes soothe
us and give us enough willpower so that we do not loose
hopes or get frustrated.

8. If we are given comforts by ALLAH, that means
ALLAH wants us to multiply goodness to mankind so that
with it we will get lots of rewards from ALLAH in the Heavens.

9. If ALLAH tests us with pain, poverty, natural disaster
and man’s badness (mdignant, dander and other difficulties
to us), that is because ALLAH wants to punish us in this
world so that we are saved from His punishment in Hereafter.
That is why if man undergtands, he will be cam in facing the
tests. But, on the other hand, if he does not understand the
meanings behind the tests, moreover if he isimpatient, he will
face two difficulties. Firdly, the difficulty of the test itsdlf.
Secondly, he fedls disturbed because of the test.

10. ALLAH has created man more noble and more per-
fect as compared to animals and trees with the presence of the
mind. With the mentd faculty, man gets knowledge and is
able to control other man no matter how big and strong that
other man is.

11. It is ALLAH who dternates night and day so that man
can rest and work in accordance to his natura instinct.
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Wi, thisis enough to list among the great graces we are
enjoying from ALLAH. Actudly there are uncountable grace
as ALLAH proclams.

“But ifye count the favours of ALLAH, never will ye be
able to number them. "
(Sura ibrahim  34)

If suchisthe casg, it isvery logicd and most appropriate
tolove ALLAH. That is by beieving in Him, worship Him as
He wants, and not as we want. Further, to perform whatever
He commands and leaving behind al that He forbids. As a
poof of our loveto ALLAH, do good deedsto dl ALLAH’s
human beings as He commanded. Thus, with that we are
consdered admitting and fedling the magnificence and grest-
ness of God's lovel!

Love ALLAH. Glorify ALLAH. Be happy and entertained
with Him through ibadah (ritua deeds) which He has given
guidance to us, be it the methods and the forms. Even though
we cannot see Him but do believe that He is The Most Seeing.
Eventhough we can never be able to picture Him, and in fact
it iswrong to picture ALLAH, but He is The Most Powerful
to see the physicd and spiritud pictures of oursalves.

Again, | would like to stress, love ALLAH so that ALLAH
will love us. This is the source of man’'s happiness and serenity.
Not only in the world but also in Hereafter, an everlagting
place. Do not pursue fake love, that is love among human
beings. But pursue the everlagting red love, that is God's
love, the Great Creator who created us, because ALLAH's
love is the source of dl happiness and serenity. God'sloveis
everlagting and red.
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N THE CONCLUSION of thisbook, lwould

like to emphasize that love and care is the basic spiritud
human needs. It is the naturd requirement of the spirit or the
soul. It is aso the second key to happiness after iman (faith).
iman is the first and most important key to happiness.

However, it is unfortunate that the human rights activists
today do not include love and care as an agenda in ther
sruggle. What's more to make it the bass for their struggle.
Even the United Nations has never made a policy on love and
care nor do they bother to bring forward the struggle for love
and care as their agenda. Thus, thisiswhy the struggle of the
United Nations has failed to bring peace and tranquility to this
world. !

Here lies the uniqueness of Idam. Idam gives priority to
love and care and even makes it compulsory for the Mudims
to generate it and to Struggle for its exigence in thair life.

Unfortunately, Mudims of today, even the so-cdled ulama
(Mudim scholars), are not able to create an atmosphere of
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love and care because they have been influenced by secular-
igic education. In redlity, the ulama are Smilar to the group
who clam themsdlves as human rights' activiss who clam to
be expert in safe-guarding the human rights but are yet to
cregte love and care within themsalves.

As areault, the fate and Stuation of the Mudimsis amilar
to that of other people. Hence, we can conclude from our
experience that whoever lacks love and care will lose the hap-
piness and harmony in life. The abundant wealth, vast acreage
of farm, immense power, good looks, muscular body and lux-
ury possessions will be meaningless by then. The life of man
would remain empty, desolate and full of disgppointments.

Imagine even those who live luxurioudy, if they are de-
void of love and care. What's more of the poor, surdy ther
life would be even worse.

Since love and care no longer exigts in the today’ s world,
man only communicate with each other as acquaintances. They
might come from the same place, the same family, the same
school and the same party or jamaah, but they fed isolated
from each other. They are merely acquaintances, thus do not
know each other. They might meet each other but their hearts
do not relate. They may be present but their presence is not
ft.

In this era, nobody can be called a ‘friend’. There are only
acquaintances. There are no bonded hearts amongst man but
only physica contacts. There is no willingness but only an
obligatory feding. Man meet only when it is necessary, d-
though the heart does not want it. They have to mingle be-
cause they are compelled to do so since they cannot live on
their own. When they mingle, their hearts are full of worries.
The leaders are compelled to give orders to the followers. But
when they give the orders, it is fdt that the followers are not
happy with them. Their hearts are not pleased when they receive
orders but physicaly they have to carry it out for the sake of

107



Love & Care: The Key to Universal Unity
maintaining ther liveihood.
Hence, we who live in this era that we claim to be modem,

with dl the sophidticated equipments, are in fact living in the
midst of the jungle, full of fear and terror.

Why do | say s0? It is because most of thetimewe arein
a dtate of worry, similar to those people who are in the middle
of that dangerous jungle. The heart is dways frightened and
the mind wanders what might happen next. When are the
centipedes going to bite? When are the mosquitoes going to
attack? When are the bees going to sting? When are the snakes
going to bite? When are the ants going to bite? When are the
tigers going to pounce? When are the boars going to strike?
When are the dephants going to sampede? When are the
trees going to fdl?

What a torture! We live in a so-caled sophisticated era but
das, dl sorts of negative fedings such as fear, worry and
torment are haunting us. Is't it amilar then to life in the
midst of the jungle? Thisiswhat isfet by most people today;
from the lower class to the upper echelon, the ordinary people
to the rulers, from the poor to the rich, from the ignorants to
the educated, from the coolies to the kings. Many people are
bored with life in this world. They would like to escape to
another world. But of course... there is no other world other
than this earth that we set our foot on!

Thus, those who do not know about the redity of the
Hereafter and death would commit suicide. They assume their
death would put an end to their problems. Whereas the truth
is, by committing suicide, they run from an extremdy smdl
auffering to the most horrible torture. They forget thet in the
Heredfter, there is the Hell with the most torturing punish-
ments awaiting them. In thisworld, thereis no peace and it is
even worse s0 in Hell where it is the most miserable place.

To conclude this book, | would like to call upon everyone
regardiess of race, ethnic groups and religion to find a way out
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from our sufferings. Thet is to get out of a tormenting life
unladen with love and care to a tranquil life based on love and
care. The best and formost, let uslive alife based on iman

(faith).

Surely, there is a way out of this problem and suffering
because ALLAH isthe Most Merciful and Most Loving. He
created the world and He made us His servants. Surely ALLAH
has laid down the path for us to tread and follow.

Unfortunately, eventhough the path set by ALLAH is clearly
evident, most people are unable to detect it. If man were able
to detect the path, they would have surely found it and continue
walking on it. Hence, therein the happiness in the world and
Hereafter lies.

That is dl. | hope that this book will be our guide. May
ALLAH guide us to His path which is the only way to ssfety.

Verily ALLAH, | beg for Y our forgivenessif any persond
interest emerged while | was writing this book or if the writing
of this book was not solely for gaining Your blessngs. And
adso if the knowledge presented here is not exactly as You
want it to be. But thisis where the extent of my ability alows
me, Your humble servant, to perform. | can fed that there are
many weaknesses therein. However, 0 ALLAH, | beg that the
weaknesses will not cause You to take action against me.
Please forgive my sinsfor You are the Mot Forgiving, Most
Merciful and Most Loving.
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